
Wesmere PTO   
Newsletter March 2010 

Come one, come all to the merriest, fairy-talest carnival of them all: The Wesmere Winter Carnival! The 

fun and games take place Saturday, March 13, 2010 from 10:00 am-3:00 pm.  Tickets will be 

available at the door and all games are just 25 cents to play.  If you have any questions, contact Carrie 

Blomquist at blomquist5@sbcglobal.net. 

Winter Carnival Is Saturday, March 13th 

The Daddy Daughter Dance is Friday, March 5th 

Congratulations To Our Cape Award Winners! 
Congratulations to our 2009-2010 Wesmere CAPE award winners: Carrie Blomquist, 

Andrea McCarthy, Christie Nihill, Bobbi Scott, Wendy Traina and Denise Vershay. 

The PTO would also like to thank ALL of the many wonderful volunteers we have at Wesmere — 

you all make a difference! Finally, we’d like to extend a special shout-out to the ladies in the front 

office: thank you, thank you, thank you for all the extra help. We really appreciate everything you do 

and we don’t have enough paper to list it all! 

Take Me Out To The Mother/Son Dance April 23rd 
Hey, boys! Looking for a fun way to have a ball with your mom? Want to steal her heart and score 

some major points? Then grab your favorite sports jersey and plan on making a line drive to the 

Wesmere Mother/Son dance! Tickets go on sale for this always-popular event this March, so watch 

for details to come home soon. Questions? Contact Jacki Quinn at momcpq@aol.com. 

NEW CELL PHONE LAW: Please do not talk or text while you are dropping your children off or 

picking them up at school. It is very dangerous & it is now illegal. Help the teachers  ensure all 

students enter & exit the building safely by making your car a NO PHONE ZONE while at school. 

NEW  crayons  and drop them in the 

collection box located inside the Media 

Center.  All sizes and brands will be gratefully 

accepted! We just ask that they’re new.   

If you have any questions, contact Mrs. 

Timmermans at dtimmerm@psd202.org. 

Wesmere is teaming with the Aspire.Inspire. 

Foundation to collect crayons for kids in 

Haiti. Kids everywhere love to draw & these 

hope-inspiring ―magic sticks‖ can add a little 

color to even the bleakest of places. 

To participate, simply bring in a box of 

Crayons For Haiti: Drawing Kids Together 



Winter Carnival 
Blood Drive! 
 

When: Saturday, March 13 
                         Time: 10am to 2pm 
                         Where: Wesmere School  
 
The Wesmere Winter Carnival is a time for 

fun and games but it can also be the perfect  

time to help others in need. With that in 

mind, Heartland Blood Centers will be here 

with their mobile unit to receive donations 

during the Carnival. 

 

If you’re  blessed with good health, you can 

share it through donating blood to enable a 

premature baby to live, a burn victim to 

recover, a cancer patient to be treated, an 

accident victim to survive, or a transplant 

candidate to have a life-saving surgery.  

Incredibly, your one single donation can save 

up to 3 lives! 

 

Please call nurse Katie Hines at (815) 

439-3244 or email khines@psd202.org 

to reserve your preferred donation 

time. Walk-ins are also welcome! 

Important News From The School Nurse 

Discount On Prescription 
Drugs  
www.familywize.com/index.aspx  

 

This is a FREE prescription card. 

ANYONE can use it. You donôt have 

to apply, qualify or wait for a card to 

come in the mail.  

Go to the website, print the card 

out, and use it anytime you need it. 

Itôs valid for your whole family.  

30 % or more average savings for the 

entire family  

Covers all prescription drugs  

For people with NO INSURANCE, or 

for medicine NOT covered by 

insurance, Medicaid or Medicare  

Accepted at most pharmacies 

nationwide  

No enrollment, activation or fees  

No age or income restrictions  

Photocopies accepted. May be 

photocopied for family, friends and 

co-workers.  

Thank you for all of your donations and a hearty 

―Congratulations‖ to Matthew Pierson and 

his family for being the top fundraiser!  

Thank you also to everyone who donated jump 

ropes and chalk for our students to 

use during recess. We’re sure they 

can’t wait for it to warm up enough 

to try them out! 

Thank you to everyone that 

attended our first-ever Jump Rope 

For Heart. It was a fun-filled 

morning with jump roping, jump 

rope contests, heart puzzle races, 

long jump, high jump and more. 

The kids got their hearts pumping and so did 

more than a few parents!  

Heartfelt Thanks For Jumping! We Raised $1,070  



Iôve been going into all of the grades 1-5 classrooms to teach students about character, feelings, accepting differences, 

recognizing & dealing with bully behavior, and how to deal with & respond to bullying.  

 I have been using a program called ñPiratesò for developing social understanding.  It introduces the concepts of ñgoodò 

vs. ñbadò pirate behavior which revolve around the Golden Rule.  The Pirate program expands upon the Golden Rule by 

adding 4 Gold Coin Rules:  Wise Words, Helping Hands, Taking Turns, and Staying Safe.   

All good pirates (students) are taught to use wise words as opposed to thoughtless and hurtful words, I messages 

instead of you messages; use hands to be helpful  instead of hurtful; take turns (and share); and how to stay safe.  

Bully behavior is related to ñbadò pirate behavior.   

Lessons have progressed monthly from introducing the 4 Gold Coin Rules and how that is related to school/social 

behavior to getting to know yourself, positive qualities, using positive self-talk, to getting to know and accept others 

and differences, affirming that diversity is  positive , helpful vs. unhelpful ways of being friends, exploring emotions, 

expressing emotions appropriately, to introducing and practicing assertive strategies for responding to bullies through 

activities and role-play.  Forgiveness and apologizing is also part of the program. Relaxation strategies are also taught 

and practiced in fun ways.  

In addition to the pirate program, I have utilized the movie ñThe Tale of Despereauxò.  Scenes follow along with the 

pirate program and further help in the understanding of the concepts taught.  Watch the movie some time with your 

kids.  You may be surprised at the new understanding they have gained!   

In addition,  I have taught the students not to show 3 feelings to bullies.  They are anger, fear, and sadness.  This is a 

concept also brought to light in the movie.   

In order to illustrate the concepts weôve learned, I  will once again be SELLING BANDANNAS. Please 

keep an eye out for order forms. Questions? Contact Ms. Gumienny at jgumienn@psd202.org 

A Note From the School Social Worker 

 

February Candy Bar Bingo due 3/5 

1st & 2nd Grade Music Concerts due 3/10 

February Panera Day due 3/11 

March Culverôs Night due 3/16 

Daddy Daughter Dance due 3/16 

Winter Carnival due 3/16 

Any other miscellaneous pictures due 3/8 

We can only take photos on a CD-R disk. Please 

send your disk in an envelope marked ―Yearbook 

Photos‖. Thank you for your support all year! 

Final Photo Due Dates . . . 

* Anicka Anderson  òAmelia Bedeliaó  
 
* Cade Apton  òGeronimo Stilton Valentineó 
 
* Madison Apton  òJuliet the Valentine 
Fairyó, òNancy Drew: The Clue Crewó and òCam 
Jansen: The Valentine Baby Mystery  
 

Birthday Book Club  
Book Donations  

Thanks to the Media Center for purchasing new headphones & computer mouses!  



PTO 
Calendar 

3rd– Culver’s Night 

4th— Market Day 

5th— Daddy/Daughter 
Dance 

13th— Winter Carnival 

18th —Arby’s Night 

22nd —Spring Pictures 

24th —3rd Grade 
Concert 5:30 

24th —4th Grade 
Concert 6:30 
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March 2010 

A few reminders from the teachers ... 
Please remind your children about safety, especially during the winter 

months. Be sure they use the sidewalks and stay out of snowbanks.  To avoid 

any mishaps, encourage them to go straight to your meeting spot or vehicle 

once school is dismissed.  

Students are NOT allowed to pick up or throw snow.  

School starts at 8:55 and students who arrive after the bell are marked 

tardy. Please take extra precautions to ensure your children arrive on time. 

This is especially important when inclement weather occurs.  

PTO Board Elections Thursday, April 8th 
meeting. A formal slate of officer candidates was 

presented at the February meeting. PTO by-laws 

also allow for nominations ―From The Floor‖ to 

be accepted at the April  meeting.  

Mark your calendar now & plan to vote  in 

the Wesmere media center  Thursday,  April 

8th at 4:00. Questions? Contact Julie 

Cervelli at julescerv3@aol.com. 

It’s time to have your voice heard and your vote 

counted at the April Wesmere PTO Board 

meeting. Board Officers (President, 1st Vice 

President, 2nd Vice President, Secretary & 

Treasurer) for the 2010-2011 school year will be 

elected. 

Current Board Officers who wished to run for 

re-election stated their intentions at the January 

Coming Soon é the PTO Newsletter  on - line  

PTO Committee Chair Open Positions:  School Store, Pasta Night, Ice Cream Social, 

Family Nights, BoxTops, Math Olympics & Assemblies co -chair.  

If youôre interested in any of these positions, contact Julie Cervelli at julescerv3@aol.com. 


