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The 2016-17 school year is here, and I couldn’t be more excited for our students, staff and 

families. 

 

Each new school year brings a long list of challenges – from shifting enrollments and student 

needs to implementing new teaching and learning initiatives; from hiring and acclimating more 

than 120 new teachers staff to completing major capital projects; from dealing with changes in 

state testing to the (seemingly never ending) political battles over budgets and funding. 

 

Yet the new school year also always brings more – and more important -- opportunities and 

rewards than challenges. 

 

Each year, our 28,000 students get to learn new skills and acquire new knowledge, make and 

strengthen friendships, and grow and mature socially and emotionally.  

 

Each year, our staff of 3,100 teachers, support staff and administrators help teach and support 

and mentor young minds and bodies and spirits. 

 

And each year, our families help shape our community and the world one child at a time, 

through their special role as parents and guardians of our students.  

 

Sadly, the challenges will always be there.  

 

Something will always be making our work as education professionals more difficult than it 

should be. Something will always make a child’s life harder than he or she deserves. And 

whether we like it or not, the many social, political and financial issues that affect our 

community will always impact what happens in our schools. There is so much about Life that 

we simply cannot control.  

 

Yet we can work together as educators and parents to make sure that our schools are always able 

to give our students the best opportunities for success. 

 

Likewise, students can and must do everything they can to learn, achieve and grow to their 

greatest potential. 

 

The start of every new school year is another chance for all of us to do our part to ensure that 

every child in our community is equipped today, for whatever tomorrow will bring.  



That’s our shared solemn duty and our promise to the future – and to me, there’s nothing more 

exciting. 

 

Have a great 2016-17 school year.  

 

Together, we will continue to prepare learners for the future 

 

Dr. Lane Abrell  

Superintendent of Schools 

Plainfield Community Consolidated School District 202 

 

 

 


