
Middle School Novels 2019-2020 
 

The following novels have been identified as currently in use at the middle school level in the 

classroom setting.  The goal with this list is to add to it each year and to develop the list 

considering reading levels, student interest levels, alignment to subject area content, and novels 

that have earned awards in literature aimed at middle school aged readers. Selection came 

from the English Language Arts connectors, the middle school Social Studies teachers, and the 

middle school Media Specialists.   

Title: Hatchet     Author: Paulsen, Gary     Year: 

1987 

Summary: Hatchet is a young-adult adventure novel about Brian Robeson's survival following a 

plane crash. The novel explores themes of positive thinking and perseverance as Brian faces 

challenges from nature like bears, porcupines, dehydration, and starvation; all with only his 

trusty hatchet to help him. 

 

Title: The Watsons go to Birmingham 1963    Author: Curtis, Christopher Paul  Year: 1995 

Summary: The Watsons go to Birmingham-1963 is a historical-fiction novel by Christopher Paul 

Curtis. It tells the story of a loving African-American family living in the town of Flint, Michigan, 

in 1963. When the oldest son begins to get into a bit of trouble, the parents decide he should 

spend the summer and possibly the next school year with Grandma Sands in Birmingham, 

Alabama. The entire family travels there together by car, and during their visit, tragic events 

take place. 

 

Title: Seedfolks   Author: Paul Fleishman Year: 1997 

Summary: Seedfolks - is a young-adult novel about how a little Vietnamese girl's actions of 

starting a garden effect a racially segregated neighborhood in Cleveland, Ohio. prompting the 

community to put aside their differences and get along. 

 

Title: Manic Magee   Author: Jerry Spineli Year: 1990 

Summary: Maniac Magee- is a young adult fiction story about an orphan named Jeffrey Lionel 

who after 8 years of living with his unhappy aunt and uncle decides to run away.  He finds a 

new life in a small racially divided town and becomes a legend through his actions of bravery 

and ignorance to racism. 



 

Title: A Long Walk to Water    Author: Linda Sue Park Year:2010 

Summary: A Long Walk to Water is a historical fiction novel based on a true story of the civil 

war in Sudan (1983–2005) where several thousand children become orphaned from their 

families. There are two stories intertwining in this novel between two 11 year old kids named 

Salva and Nya.   Salva is one of the “lost boys” who endures several hardships through his 

journey of walking on foot in search for his family.  The girl, Nya who lives in Sudan, walks 2 

hours away from her home twice a day to fetch fresh water for her family.  The stories of these 

two children lives intersect in a moving way. 

 

Title: Where the Red Fern Grows   Author: Wilson Rawls Year:1961 

Summary: Where the Red Fern Grows is a fiction novel about a boy from the Ozarks during the 

Great Depression who gets a pair of dogs as puppies and raises them to compete in a raccoon-

hunting championship. 

 

Title: The Outsiders   Author: S. E. Hinton Year:1983 

Summary: The Outsiders is a young adult fiction about two weeks in the life of a 14-year-old boy. 

The novel tells the story of Ponyboy Curtis and his struggles with right and wrong in a society in 

which he believes that he is an outsider. According to Ponyboy, there are two kinds of people in 

the world: greasers and socs. A soc (short for "social") has money, can get away with just about 

anything, and has an attitude longer than a limousine. A greaser, on the other hand, always 

lives on the outside and needs to watch his back. Ponyboy is a greaser, and he's always been 

proud of it, even willing to rumble against a gang of socs for the sake of his fellow greasers-- 

until the night someone takes things too far. 

 

Title: Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry   Author: Mildred D. Taylor Year:1976 

Summary: Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry is a historical fiction novel.  The story recounts one turbulent 

year in the life of 9-year-old Cassie Logan's family as they're traumatized by inequality and 

racism in their small Mississippi town. Yet the novel effectively conveys, even in the midst of 

violence and hatred (including nightriders, arson, and lynching), the importance of family 

loyalty, as well as pride in the face of adversity. 

  



 

Title: The Westing Game   Author: Ellen Raskin Year:1978 

Summary: The Westing Game is a mystery/fiction novel.  When sixteen people are called 

together for the reading of wealthy Sam Westing's will, they are surprised to learn that the will 

is actually a contest in which they are all to participate. Working with partners, the potential 

heirs take their clues to try to find the elusive answer to the Westing game and thus take their 

shares of the two-hundred-million-dollar prize. 

 

Title: Rosa Parks: My Story    Author: Rosa Parks, Jim Haskins Year:1992 

Summary: Rosa Parks: My Story is a non-fiction novel.   Rosa Parks is best known for the day 

she refused to give up her seat on a segregated bus, sparking the Montgomery, Alabama, bus 

boycott. Yet there is much more to her story than this one act of defiance. In this 

straightforward, compelling autobiography, Rosa Parks talks candidly about the civil rights 

movement and her active role in it. Her dedication is inspiring; her story is unforgettable.  

 

Title: Within Reach: My Everest Story    Author: Mark Pfetzer, Jack Galvin   Year:1998 

Summary: Within Reach: My Everest Story is a non-fiction novel.  At 16, Marc Pfetzer was the 

youngest climber ever to attempt to climb Mount Everest, and this is his extraordinary first-

person account. He takes readers past the ever-shifting Khumbu icefall, over 300-foot 

crevasses, and up to the high altitude "death zone." A story of willpower and achievement, and 

a celebration of strength. 

 

Title: Locomotion    Author: Jacqueline Woodson Year: 2004 

Summary: Locomotion- is a fiction novel.  In a series of free-verse and other forms of poems, 

Lonnie, having lost his parents four years ago in a fire when he was seven years old, tells about 

his life. He is separated from his sister and living in a foster home with an elderly woman, Miss 

Edna. He loves his sister, but sees her infrequently, as her new parents don't like boys. But Ms. 

Marcus, his teacher, tells him he has a gift, and encourages him to express his thoughts and 

feelings in writing. 

 

Title: Touching Spirit Bear    Author: Ben Mickelsen   Year: 2002 

Summary: Touching Spirit Bear is a fiction novel.  After severely injuring Peter Driscal in an 

empty parking lot, mischief-maker Cole Matthews is in major trouble. But instead of jail time, 

Cole is given another option: attend Circle Justice, an alternative program that sends juvenile 



offenders to a remote Alaskan Island to focus on changing their ways. Desperate to avoid 

prison, Cole fakes humility and agrees to go. In the first days of his banishment he is mauled by 

a mysterious white bear and nearly dies. Will the attack of the spirit bear destroy Cole's life or 

save his soul? 

 

Title: Freak the Mighty    Author: Rodman Philbrick   Year: 2001 

Summary: Freak the Mighty is a fiction novel about two boys – a slow learner stuck in the body 

of a teenage giant and a tiny Einstein in leg braces – forge a unique friendship when they pair 

up to create one formidable human force. A wonderful story of triumph over imperfection, 

shame, and loss. 

 

Title: The Hound of the Baskervilles   Author: Sir Arthur Conan Doyle  Year: 1902 

Summary: The Hound of the Baskervilles is a fiction novel about a ghostly mad-dog that has 

haunted a family for hundreds of years. When Sherlock Holmes looks into the mysterious death 

of Sir Charles Baskerville, strange events begin to take place in the creepy countryside. The 

story stars the Sherlock Holmes, whom the author based on detective-like professors he had as 

a medical student in Scotland. Holmes is known throughout the world as a master solver of 

criminal riddles. Dr. Watson, who is Holmes's best friend, is also the narrator of the Sherlock 

Holmes story. 

 

Title: The Pearl   Author: John Steinbeck   Year: 1947 

Summary: The Pearl  is a fiction novel.  A pearl diver named Kino and his wife, Juana, live with 

their only child, Cayotito, in a brush hut near the sea in Baja, California. Cayotito becomes ill, 

but Kino and Juana do not have the money to pay for a doctor's care. Kino prays that he will 

find a pearl large enough to exchange for the money to get Cayotito the help he needs. When 

he finds the "pearl of the world" however, evil forces threaten him and his precious family. 

 

Title: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer   Author: Mark Twain   Year: 1876 

Summary: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer is a fiction novel.  The story takes place in fictional St. 

Petersburg (a town on the Mississippi that is patterned after Twain's hometown of Hannibal, 

MO), where Tom lives with his Aunt Polly and cousins Sid and Mary. A mischievous, imaginative 

boy of about 11, Tom is often on the wrong side of the rules at school and at home. Late one 

night, Tom sneaks out with his friend Huckleberry Finn, and the two witness a violent crime. 

Afraid for their own safety, Tom and Huck promise each other to keep the night a secret, and 



Tom carries on his usual activities: playing pirates with his friends, flirting with the pretty Becky 

Thatcher, and worrying his Aunt Polly. But Tom and Huck soon find themselves in serious 

trouble, because they can't ignore their consciences, or the fact that the criminal has some 

treasure they can't resist. 

 

Title: Nothing but the Truth   Author: Avi   Year: 1991 

Summary: Nothing but the Truth is a fiction novel about Philip Malloy, a freshman, who causes 

a disturbance at school by humming the National Anthem to annoy his teacher -- and the minor 

incident turns into a national scandal when the teacher is accused of being unpatriotic. The tale 

is told through a series of journal entries, letters, and memos. 

 

Title: The Book Thief   Author: Markus Zusek   Year: 2005 

Summary: The Book Thief is a fiction novel.  Death himself narrates the story of Liesel, a 

German girl left with foster parents just before the outbreak of World War II. Along the way to 

her new home with her younger brother, he dies; after the funeral, Liesel steals The 

Gravedigger's Handbook, though she cannot yet read. It's only the first of what will become a 

series of book thefts. As she settles in with her harsh but caring foster mother, Rosa, and kind 

foster father, Hans, Liesel gets to know her poor neighborhood and learns to read. Her 

obsession with books grows as the war closes in, rationing is put in place, air raids begin, and 

Hans hides a Jewish man in the basement. Through it all, Death travels the Earth, taking in more 

and more souls every day. 

 

Title: Milkweed   Author:Jerry Spinelli   Year: 2003 

Summary: Milkweed is a fiction novel about a boy who lives on the streets in Warsaw, Poland 

in the years of World War II during the Holocaust .  Milkweed is the tale of a boy with no 

identity at a time when one's identity could mean the difference between life and death. It’s a 

story of heartbreak, hope, and survival through the bright eyes of a young orphan. 

 

Title: Farewell to Manazar  Author: Jean Wakatsuki Houston & James Houston  Year: 1973 

Summary: Farewell to Manazar is a non-fiction book.  During World War II a community called 

Manzanar was created in the high mountain desert country of California. Its purpose was to 

house thousands of Japanese Americans. Among them was the Wakatsuki family, who were 

ordered to leave their fishing business in Long Beach and take with them only the belongings 

they could carry. Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, who was seven years old when she arrived at 

Manzanar in 1942, recalls life in the camp through the eyes of the child she was. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Polish_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Holocaust


 

Title: Thing Not Seen Author: Andrew Clements Year: 2002 

Summary: Thing Not Seen is a science fiction novel about a boy named Bobby who is frustrated 

by his parents, like most teens, and feels invisible in school. But when he wakes up one morning 

he discovers he really is invisible. Unlike most kids in books, the first thing Bobby does is tell his 

parents, and he quickly discovers being invisible isn't as much fun as you might think. Bobby 

becomes a prisoner in his own house.  Things get even more difficult when his parents are in a 

car accident and hospitalized for several days, leaving Bobby on his own. But in this day and age 

a boy can't just disappear without first his school and then Child Protection and the police 

getting involved, suspecting that he has been the victim of foul play. So Bobby must find a way 

to become visible again before his parents are arrested. 

 

Title: Life As We Knew It Author: Susan Beth Pfeffer Year: 2006 

Summary: Life As We Knew It is a science fiction novel. When a meteor crashes into the Moon, it 

knocks the Moon's orbit a bit closer to the Earth, causing tidal waves, earthquakes, and volcanic 

eruptions, which in turn wipe out coastal cities, disrupt infrastructure and weather patterns, 

and cause crop failure. Teenaged Miranda, who lives with her mother and brothers in 

Pennsylvania, doesn't directly witness most of this, but she feels the effects: Her family must try 

to survive on hoarded canned food and a woodstove when power and communications fail, 

there is no food in stores, temperatures plummet, the sun is blocked by volcanic ash, and 

disease ravages the surviving population. 

 

Title: The Boy in the Striped Pajamas Author: John Boyne Year: 2006 

Summary: The Boy in the Striped Pajamas is a historical fiction novel.  When Bruno is forced to move 

away from his enormous Berlin home with his family, his life changes forever. Besides moving 

into a smaller house with no "nooks and crannies" to explore, besides having no one to play 

with except for his older sister (also known as the "Hopeless Case"), he's surrounded by soldiers 

that are constantly in and out of his father's downstairs office as well as other grown-ups who 

always seem angry or unhappy. Bruno misses his friends, his grandparents, and the city itself. 

And he doesn't understand what's going on around him. He hates everything about "Out-With" 

and is very lonely until he meets the boy on the other side of the fence. 

 

Title: The Giver Author: Lois Lowry Year: 1994 



Summary: The Giver is a fiction novel about twelve-year-old Jonas who lives in a seemingly 

ideal world. Not until he is given his life assignment as the Receiver does he begin to 

understand the dark secrets behind this fragile community. 

 

Title: Lord of the Flies Author: William Golding Year: 1954 

Summary: Lord of the Flies is a fiction novel.  Stranded on a tropical island from a plane crash, a 

group of British schoolboys are left to fend for themselves, unsupervised by any adults. At first, 

the boys enjoy their freedom, playing and exploring the island, but soon the group splits in half 

-- those who attempt to preserve the discipline and order they had learned from society, and 

those who choose to give in to every instinct and impulse, no matter how barbaric. 

 

Title: Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Author: Robert Louis Stevenson Year: 1886 

Summary: Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde  is a fiction novel  about a London lawyer named John 

Gabriel Utterson who investigates strange occurrences between his old friend, Dr Henry Jekyll, and the evil 

Edward Hyde. 

 

Title: A Midsummer Night's Dream Author: William Shakespear Year: 1596 

Summary: A Midsummer Night's Dream is a play written by Shakespear as one of the most 

famous of literary love quadrangles, A Midsummer Night’s Dream tells the tale of Hermia, 

Demetrius, Lysander, and Helena; four misguided lovers whose journey into the woods lands 

them in even more trouble, as members of the fairy kingdom decide to use them as veritable 

pawns in their own love games. Against the backdrop of the wedding of Duke Theseus and 

Hippolyta, and the fiery battle of wills between the Fairy King and Queen, Oberon and Titania, 

the four lovers are challenged by magic and trickery to finally work out what love is all about. 

 

Title: Animal Farm Author: George Orwell Year: 1945 

Summary: Animal Farm is a fiction novel.  After years of oppression by Farmer Jones, the animals 

on his farm rise up and chase him away. They plan to run the farm themselves, for their own 

benefit. At first, the animals are able to work together and support each other. Gradually, 

however, the pigs begin making helpful suggestions about how the farm should be run. Before 

long, the pigs are at the top of the social ladder and the rest of the livestock are wondering 

what happened. 

 

Title: Hush, Hush    Author: Becca Fitzpatrick Year: 2009 



Summary: Hush, Hush is a fiction novel about Nora Grey, a teenager whose life is at risk after 

beginning a romance with new student Patch, a fallen angel with a dark connection to Nora. 

 

Title: The Road from home: The Story of an Armenian Girl   Author: David Kherdian Year: 1979 

Summary: The Road from home: The Story of an Armenian Girl is a non-fictional novel.   David 

Kherdian re-creates his mother's voice in telling the true story of a childhood interrupted by 

one of the most devastating holocausts of our century. Vernon Dumehjian Kherdian was born 

into a loving and prosperous family. Then, in the year 1915, the Turkish government began the 

systematic destruction of its Armenian population. 

 

Title: Alive in the Killing Fields: Surviving the Khmer Rouge Genocide   Author: Nawuth Keat Year: 2009 

Summary: Alive in the Killing Fields: Surviving the Khmer Rouge Genocide- is a non-fictional 

novel that is a memoir of Nawuth Keat, a man who survived the horrors of war-torn Cambodia. 

He has now broken a longtime silence in the hope that telling the truth about what happened 

to his people and his country will spare future generations from similar tragedy.  Nawuth’s story 

of survival and escape from the Killing Fields of Cambodia is also a message of hope; an inspiration to 

children whose worlds have been darkened by hardship and separation from loved ones. 

 
Title: The Lost Boys of Sudan: An American Story of The Refugee Experience 

Author: Mark Bixler Year: 2005 

Summary: The Lost Boys of Sudan: An American Story of The Refugee Experience – is a non-

fictional novel that concentrates on the lives of four boys who settled in Atlanta, Georgia, after 

being brought to the United States in 2000 as part of the influx of 3,800 African refugees--boys 

who had been orphaned or otherwise separated from their families in the chaos of the brutal 

conflict that has ravaged Sudan since 1983.  
 

Title: Black Dog of Fate   Author: Peter Balakian Year: 1997 
 
Summary: Black Dog of Fate is a non-fiction novel. The first-born son of his generation, Peter 
Balakian grew up in a close, extended family, sheltered by 1950s and '60s New Jersey suburbia 
and immersed in an all-American boyhood defined by rock 'n' roll, adolescent pranks, and a 
passion for the New York Yankees that he shared with his beloved grandmother. But beneath 
this sunny world lay the dark specter of the trauma his family and ancestors had experienced--
the Turkish government's extermination of more than a million Armenians in 1915, including 
many of Balakian's relatives, in the century's first genocide. 
 
 



Title: Over a Thousand Hills I Walk with You   Author: Hanna Hansen Year: 2014 
 
Summary: Over a Thousand Hills I Walk with You is a historical fiction novel by Hana Hansen. 

Before that fateful April day, Jeanne lived the life of a typical Rwandan girl. She bickered with 

her little sister, went to school, teased her brother. Then, in one horrifying night, everything 

changed. Political troubles unleashed a torrent of violence upon the Tutsi ethnic group. 

Jeanne's family, all Tutsis, fled their home and tried desperately to reach safety.  They did not 

succeed. As the only survivor of her family's massacre, Jeanne witnessed unspeakable acts. This 

haunting story was told to Jeanne's adoptive mother, and here she tells unforgettably real-life 

events of the 1994 Rwandan genocide. 

 

Title: The Boy Who Dared   Author: Susan Campbell Bartoletti Year: 2008 
 
Summary: The Boy who Dared is a non-fiction novel about a youth in Nazi Germany who dares 

to the truth about Hitler.  When 16-year-old Helmut Hubner listens to the BBC news on an 

illegal short-wave radio, he quickly discovers Germany is lying to the people. But when he tries 

to expose the truth with leaflets, he's tried for treason. Sentenced to death and waiting in a jail 

cell, Helmut's story emerges in a series of flashbacks that show his growth from a naive child 

caught up in the patriotism of the times, to a sensitive and mature young man who thinks for 

himself. 

 

Title: Boy in the Wooden Box   Author: Leon Leyson Year: 2013 
 
Summary: Boy in the Wooden Box is an autobiography from Leon Leyson, one of the youngest 

children to survive the Holocaust on Oskar Schindler’s list.  Leon Leyson was only ten years old 

when the Nazis invaded Poland and his family was forced to relocate to the Krakow ghetto. 

With incredible luck, perseverance, and grit, Leyson was able to survive the sadism of the Nazis, 

including that of the demonic Amon Goeth, commandant of Plaszow, the concentration camp 

outside Krakow. Ultimately, it was the generosity and cunning of one man, a man named Oskar 

Schindler, who saved Leon Leyson’s life, and the lives of his mother, his father, and two of his 

four siblings, by adding their names to his list of workers in his factory—a list that became 

world renowned: Schindler’s List. 

 

Title: Yellow Star   Author: Jennifer Roy Year: 2006 
 
Summary: Yellow Star is a non fictional true story of a Holocaust survivor, Syvia Perlmutter.   

The niece of Syvia Perlmutter tells the story of her aunt, one of only twelve child survivors of 



the Lodz ghetto in Poland.  She shares her aunt's experiences of the Holocaust in free verse that 

relates the courage and heartbreak she lived during a time of terrible circumstances. 

Title: Zlata’s Diary- A Child’s Life in Sarajeo Author: Zlata Filipolic Year: 1993 
 
Summary: Zlata’s Diary- A Child’s Life in Sarajeo  is a biography.  As a child living in Sarajevo 

during the war, Zlata learns what it is like to lose friends and family and to fear for her life.  

Throughout the war, Zlata keeps her diary faithfully and shows her courage as her world falls 

apart around her. 

 

Title: A Long Way Gone   Author: Ishmael Beah Year: 2007 
 
Summary: A Long Way Gone is a non-fiction novel.  The Devastating story of a war through the 

eyes of a child soldier during the civil war in Sierra Leone.  Beah ran away from his village at the 

age of 12 after it was attacked by rebels, and he became forever separated from his immediate 

family. He wandered the war-filled country and was forced to join an army unit who 

brainwashed him into using guns and drugs. By 13, he had perpetrated and witnessed a great 

deal of violence. At the age of 16, however, UNICEF removed him from the unit and put him 

into a rehabilitation program. There he was able to find his uncle that would adopt him. With 

the help of some of the staff he was able to return to a civilian life. He was then given an 

opportunity to teach others about child soldiers.  


