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District 202’s newest elementary school will be built on district-owned land adjacent to Ira
Jones Middle School on Wallin Drive near downtown Plainfield.
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The building will be the district’s 18th full-service, kindergarten-fifth grade elementary
building. It will be of similar size and design to the schools built during District 202’s heavy
growth period during the late 1990s and early 2000s.
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The additional space provided by the new school will help create enough room in all the
district’s elementary schools to allow for full-day kindergarten for all eligible students. It
should also allow for additional space for special education classes and programs districtwide.
District officials expect to break ground later this year. Construction is expected to take two
to three years.
Attendance boundaries will be determined closer to the school’s

continued on page 2

W H AT Y O U S H O U L D K N O W
Full-service, K-5 elementary
school

District will use special “leasing” option
to pay for the new school over 10 years
from existing and anticipated funding.

Construction will start this fall
and take two to three years

Property tax rates will not increase
to pay for this building (individual tax
bills may increase based on property
values)

Attendance zones will change to incorporate the new
school and balance enrollments district wide

continued from page 1

opening following a six to eightmonth study process.
District 202 has always offered
half-day kindergarten. However,
it has been able to provide only
one full-day kindergarten class
at each elementary school –
408 students total – the last
three years because of space
constraints, while enrollment
dropped, and finances stabilized.
The Board approved the plan to
build an 18th elementary school
in March after district staff
presented several options to
allow the district to provide fullday kindergarten for all eligible
students.
District officials estimate about
1,500 children qualify for
kindergarten district-wide.
The new school may also mean
the district may not have to
expand the current Bonnie
McBeth Learning Center for
additional preschool programs as
was suggested earlier this year.
District staff will continue to
monitor and evaluate the need
for more preschool space during
construction.
The current partial full-day
kindergarten program will
continue until the new school
opens.

JIMMIE MEMISHI
Plainfield East High School junior
earns perfect “36” on ACT

Sometimes life throws you a curve ball, and every now and
then, it turns out to be a good thing.
For example, Plainfield East High School senior Jimmie
Memishi took both the ACT and SAT college entrance exams
last spring, but he focused more on the SAT. That makes sense.
Illinois now requires all juniors to take the SAT as part of the
state standardized assessment.
Yet he scored a perfect “36” on the ACT.
(Don’t worry, he did pretty good on the SAT too, scoring 1540 out of a possible 1600.)
“I was definitely taken by surprise,” said Memishi, who is also an All-Conference tennis
player. He took the ACT – even though it’s no longer required – because the exam has a
slightly different format than the SAT. “I felt it might suit me better,” he said.
Memishi is the first District 202 student to earn a perfect “36” since 2016, when two
students from Plainfield South and North high schools also achieved that distinction.
Only about two-tenths of one percent of all test takers get a perfect score, ACT Chief
Executive Officer Marten Roorda said in his letter to Memishi. Last year, 3,741 students
earned perfect scores among the 1.9 million who took the ACT, Roorda wrote.
Whatever field he pursues, Memishi is likely to do well, said PEHS Principal Dr. Joe
O’Brien. “James is very focused and dedicated to excellence,” O’Brien said.
Memishi’s academic track record seems to bear that out. He carried a 5.84 weighted
grade point average on a 5-point scale at the end of the first semester of this school
year.
“We are very proud of him for this tremendous accomplishment,” O’Brien said.

District 202 Gold Card available to senior citizens
District 202 residents 62 years old and older can get District 202
“Gold Cards,” which provide free admission to all student athletic
events, and discounted admission to all student performances.
Please contact Director of Community Relations Tom Hernandez
for more information at (815) 577-4008 or tahernan@psd202.org
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Message from the Superintendent
This new school project reflects our community’s
longstanding commitment to helping prepare all our
students for the future, from the youngest to the oldest.
Dr. Lane Abrell
Superintendent of Schools
The 2019-20 school year is just around the
corner, and as usual I am very excited for
what the new year will bring.
I am especially excited about one of the
biggest projects District 202 has seen in
many years which will help our littlest
learners – our 18th elementary school.
The new school will serve kindergarten
through fifth graders and will be built on
land adjacent to Ira Jones Middle School on
Wallin Drive west of downtown Plainfield.
It will be our first new school since
Plainfield East High School and Eichelberger
Elementary School opened in 2008.
What’s more exciting though, is that this
school is part of a larger initiative to provide
full-day kindergarten for all eligible District
202 students.
District 202 has long been aware of the
many significant benefits of early childhood
education.

saved us from “overbuilding” as some of our
neighbors did.
And second, we built for society as it was at
the time.
It’s important to note that Illinois does not
require kindergarten of any kind. In fact, the
law only obligates us to provide a half-day
program if we provide a full-day program.
The law was written at a time when most
young families wanted flexibility for work.
Very few people thought of kindergarten as
an essential part of a student’s school career.
That thinking has changed significantly in
recent years.
As well, our growth has stabilized, and the
new state education funding formula will
help us pay for the new school without
having to increase the district’s tax rate
specifically for this project. (Individual bills
may still increase as specific property values
rise, but we won’t raise our rate to pay for
this new school.)

Our thinking has not changed, but the world
around us finally has.

Adding a new, full-service school and
adjusting attendance zones accordingly will
We have known for a long time that teaching create enough space to allow for full-day
kindergarten in each of our 18 elementary
children how to learn, socialize, think
schools.
creatively and problem solve when they
are 3, 4 and 5 years old pays enormous
This is obviously a huge undertaking with
dividends later in their school careers, and
a lot of intricate moving pieces. We expect
frankly, in life generally.
construction will take two to three years.
Unfortunately, we simply do not have the
physical space in our current 17 elementary
schools to accommodate the 1,500 or so
students that we expect would qualify for
full-day kindergarten.
Some people have asked why we didn’t plan
for full-day kindergarten when District 202
was building dozens of new schools in the
late 1990s and early 2000s in response to
record-setting growth.
There are two answers: first, we built for the
growth we knew was coming. This approach
3

2019-20 CALENDAR
August
12-13 Teacher Institutes - No
Student Attendance
14 First day of Student
Attendance - SIP Day - Early
Release *
15 First day of Student
Attendance for PreK-K, BMLC
2-day
16 First day of Student
Attendance for BMLC 3-day
September
2 Labor Day - NO SCHOOL
16 SIP Day - Early Release *
October
14 Columbus Day - NO SCHOOL
18 End of First Quarter
21 SIP Day - Early Release *
November
25 Teacher Institute - No Student
Attendance
25 P/T Conferences (Evening)
26 P/T Conferences - NO SCHOOL
27-29 Thanksgiving Recess - NO
SCHOOL
December
20 End Semester One
20 SIP Day - Early Release *
23 Winter Break Begins
January
6 Classes Resume
20 Martin Luther King Jr’s
Birthday - NO SCHOOL
February
3 SIP Day - Early Release *
17 Presidents’ Day - NO SCHOOL
28 Teacher Institute - No Student
Attendance

However, we have been working and waiting
for the physical, logistical, political and
financial stars to align. They finally have.

March
6 End of Third Quarter
9 SIP Day - Early Release *
17 Election Day - NO SCHOOL
30 Spring Break Begins

This new school project reflects our
community’s longstanding commitment
to helping prepare all our students for the
future, from the youngest to the oldest.

April
6 Classes Resume
10 Spring Holiday - NO SCHOOL
27 SIP Day - Early Release *

Best wishes for a productive, successful and
enriching 2019-20 school year.

May
22 SIP Day - Early Release *
22 Tentative Last Day of School
* No BMLC or Kindergarten attendance
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NEW DISTRICT 202 STAFF
BILL STOCKEY
Former Freedom
Elementary School
Assistant Principal Bill
Stockey is the new
principal at Eagle Pointe
Elementary School.

STACIA MALLORY
Former River View
Elementary School
second grade teacher
Stacia Mallory is the
school’s new assistant
principal.

CATIE PETERSON
Former Drauden Point
Middle School Assistant
Principal Catie Peterson
is the new assistant
principal at Ira Jones
Middle School.

Former Drauden Point
Middle School 8th grade
language arts teacher
Debbie is the school’s
new assistant principal.

BRIDGET ADKINS
Former Creekside
Elementary Assistant
Principal Bridget Adkins
is the new assistant
principal at Drauden
Point Middle School.

KYLE HAREJ
Former River View
Elementary School
Assistant Principal Kyle
Harej is the new assistant
principal at Creekside
Elementary School.

LISA LIPINSKI
Former Wesmere
Elementary School
Assistant Principal Lisa
Lipinski is the new
assistant principal at Aux
Sable Middle School.

KRISTEN TRENHAILE
Former Eagle Pointe Elementary School second
grade teacher Kristen
Trenhaile is the new assistant principal at Wesmere Elementary School.

KRISTINA HILLMER
Former Freedom
Elementary School
second grade teacher
Kristina Hillmer is the
school’s new assistant
principal.
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LAURA WEED
Former Eagle Pointe
Elementary School
Principal Laura Weed is
the new district Director
of Digital Learning and
Innovation.

DEBBIE ODEGAARDCARPENTER

ANDREW DERWIN
Andrew Derwin is the
new District Elementary
Special Education
Administrator.
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Plainfield East HS
students win first
at state journalism
competition
Plainfield East High
School juniors Alexandra
“Lexie” Rudolph and
Julia Nawa, earned
first place in Yearbook
Theme Development
at the Illinois High
School Association state
journalism competition.

Plainfield South High School freshman composes song for band
Graham Miller wanted to leave his mark on the
school in a unique way.
So Miller, now a freshman at Plainfield South High
School who played trombone in the eighth-grade
band at Aux Sable Middle School, composed “Rise
of a Fallen Kingdom” late last year for the band to
perform.
The eighth-grade band performed the song during
its final concert of the 2018-2019 school year.
Miller played his trombone during the
performance.
He created the individual instrument parts on his
piano hooked to a computer.

“It was incredible,” Miller said about hearing his
piece being played live. “To hear it in real life with
real instruments was awe inspiring.”
Miller’s dad, Dustin, helped produce the song.
The song begins quietly, becomes a march then
ends dramatically, Miller said.

In all, 21 student
journalists from Plainfield
East and South high
schools and Plainfield High
School – Central Campus
participated at the state
event last spring.
Five other students from
Plainfield High SchoolCentral Campus and PEHS
took top 10 honors at the
competition.

Miller asked Aux Sable Band Director Karen
Bedore if he could compose a song for the band,
Bedore said.
“I am beyond proud of him for this work, and
really hope he continues to compose in the
future” she said.

Visit www.psd202.org for
the full story.

She also earned a $1,000 scholarship and attended
the National Ceremony at Carnegie Hall in New
York on June 6, 2019 with her family.
Jones’ colored pencil drawings were chosen
from almost 340,000 works of art and writing
submitted.

Plainfield South HS student
wins two national art awards
Plainfield South High School 2019 graduate
Emma Jones recently earned national recognition
from the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards for her
artwork.
Jones is one of five students nationwide who won
a New York Life Scholarship gold medal. She also
received an American Visions Gold Medal. Jones
won the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards medals
for her colored pencil artwork titled “Water” and
“Suffocation.”
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Jones, who will attend the Savannah College for
Art and Design in Georgia remembers she always
liked drawing but didn’t get serious about it until
middle and high school.

Julia Nawa

Denise Albright, Jones’ art teacher at PSHS, also
attended the ceremony in New York. Jones is the
first PSHS student to win two national awards in
one year, she said.
“We have had amazing talent (at PSHS), but she
really pushes boundaries in her art,” Albright said.
Jones is the fourth PSHS student to win a national
award and the first since 2012, Albright said.

Lexie Rudolph
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Preliminary FY ‘20 operating
budget shows surplus
District 202 officials project the 2019-20 operating
budget revenues will surpass expenses by $1.9
million to $4.3 million should the district receive
anticipated tier-based state funding.
The Board of Education plans to hold a public
hearing on the proposed budget at 6:30 p.m.
Monday, August 19, 2019 and vote on the new
fiscal plan at its regular meeting that same night.
The Board meeting will be held at the District
202 Administrative Center, 15732 Howard Street,
Plainfield.
The proposed FY 2020 budget will allow District
202 to maintain high-quality educational programs
while continuing to develop and implement a
responsible, sustainable financial plan, said Rick
Engstrom, assistant superintendent for business
and operations.
Engstrom said the proposed fiscal plan also:
• keeps property taxes as low as possible
• is balanced
• maintains “Recognition” status (the highest
possible ranking) on the State Board of
Education’s Financial Profile.

PROJECTED REVENUES AND EXPENSES
District 202’s total projected 2019-20 budget
including debt service and capital projects is $327.7
million, up from $311.6 million last year, or 5.1
percent. Total revenues are expected to be $327.7
million in 2019-20, up from $313.6 last year, or 4.5
percent.
The proposed 2019-20 operating budget shows
$287.2 million in anticipated revenues, up from
$283.5 million last year.
The proposed 2019-20 operating budget shows
$287.7 million in expected expenses, up from
$275.9 million last year.
However, district officials expect to receive
between $1,970,223 and $4.3 million in additional
tier-based state funding later this year.
The operating budget pays for all daily operating
expenses including salaries and benefits, which
comprise about 79 percent of the Operating Budget
this year.

WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE PROPOSED BUDGET?
Salaries and benefits comprise
about 79 percent of the projected
operating expenses, including:

30 new staff positions including 20
new social workers

School-level funding will not
change, and departmental
initiatives will be fully funded.
$4.6 million for assorted capital
projects and $2.8 million for additional technology initiatives and
equipment.
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•
•
•
•

raises averaging 2.75 percent plus a .5 percent
increase to their base pay for Association of
Plainfield Teachers (APT) members will receive;
raises averaging 4.5 percent for Plainfield
Association of Support Staff (PASS) members per
the new five-year contract approved in April 2019;
3 percent raises for administration and non-union
support staff;
2 percent increases in benefits.
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DIGITAL LEARNING

New D. 202 Digital Learning director will help blend technology, teaching

Former Eagle Pointe Elementary School
Principal Laura Weed will lead a new
initiative to blend technology and
teaching as District 202’s first Director of
Digital Learning and Innovation.

Weed’s new role is part of the district’s
“Digital Learning Initiative,” which started
three years ago.
Last year District 202 created a special
team of teachers acting as “Technology
Trailblazers” to research the most
effective and efficient ways to use
technology to improve teaching and
learning in the classroom.
Over the last several years District 202

has significantly increased its hardware
and software. However, it has also
become clear that the district also needs
to build infrastructure and add staff to
insure students, staff, and the community
are going to utilize technology in the
most effective manner, said Dr. Glenn
Wood, assistant superintendent for
curriculum and instruction.
In her new role, Weed will lead the
district’s digital curriculum design, utilize
instructional technologies, and promote
learner-centered environments.
She will work with students, educators
and the community to build and sustain
environments that focus on learner-

centered experiences and innovations.

As well, Weed, who helped pilot the
Trailblazer program as a building
principal will also manage and select
software; oversee the Trailblazer
program; and build a system of
professional development for teachers,
administrators, interventionists, reading
specialists, and media specialists.
“As a Director of Digital Learning and
Innovation, I will work to build a shared
vision of promoting excellence and
positive change within the instructional
environments to support innovative
teaching and student learning,” Weed
said.

New program will let D. 202 high school students “rent” laptops
District 202 high school students will be able to “rent” district
laptops this school year for up to three days to use for special
projects thanks to an idea suggested by the Board of Education’s new Student Ambassadors.

“Some families and their students cannot afford computers or
Internet access at home, so this is a great way to make sure all
our students have appropriate resources to support their learning in and out of the classroom,” said Dr. Glenn Wood, assistant
superintendent for curriculum and instruction.

Starting September 1, 2019, high school students will be able to
check out a refurbished district laptop as they would do with a The Ambassadors, comprising one student
book.
from each of the four District high schools
convened in January 2019.
They will be able to keep the devices for up to three days free
of charge if the device is returned undamaged.
They shared information at subsequent
Board meetings about school life
Students will pay $100 if a laptop is damaged beyond repair or and student issues. The
lost, and then will not be able to check out laptops again.
Ambassadors do not
vote on district business.
7

THE CORE | August 2019

THE CORE NEWSLETER

Non-Profit Org.
US POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 41
Plainfield, IL

Plainfield Community Consolidated
School District 202
15732 Howard Street
Plainfield, IL 60544
(815) 577-4000
www.psd202.org

POSTAL CARRIER ROUTE

To get the best postage rates, District 202 must send to all
residents on a mail route. As a result, some non-district 202
residents receive District 202 publications.
We apologize for any inconvenience.

Plainfield Community Consolidated
School District 202
Board of Education
Kevin Kirberg - President
Rod Westfall - Vice President
David Koch - Secretary
Joette Doyle
Heather Drake
Dr. Michael Robey
Robert Smith
Superintendent
Dr. Lane Abrell
Assistant Superintendents
Dr. Glenn Wood
Anthony Manville
Mina Griffith
Richard Engstrom
The Core is published throughout the
school year to update the community
about news and events in District 202
schools.

DISTRICT 202 COMPUTER SALE

District 202 will sell surplus laptop and desktop computers, related accessories and assorted technology hardware to the community Saturday, August 10, 2019.
The sale will be held at the district Technology Building, 24101 W. Fort Beggs Drive, Plainfield (across from Plainfield High School – Central Campus) from 7 a.m. until 1 p.m. or
while supplies last.
All computers are about five years old.
• Laptops will be sold for $50 each.
• Desktops with a monitor, keyboard and mouse will be sold for $25 each.
• Older Epson projectors will also be sold for $25.
The district reserves the right to limit sale quantities based on amount of people in line.
Cash or credit (Visa or Mastercard) only will be accepted.
All equipment will be sold “as-is” first-come, first serve without a warranty, and with a
limited return policy. Terms of the return policy will be posted on site at the sale. Some
restrictions may apply.
Please call the Technology Department for more information at (815) 439-4567.

Please direct feedback about this
publication to Director of Community
Relations Tom Hernandez at
tahernan@psd202.org

PCCSD202 Website: http://www.psd202.org
psd202

@d202schools

psd202

