
 

Middle School Remote Learning Summary 

 

Plainfield 202 has a plan that includes a blend of real-time, flexibly timed, 

technological, and non-technological options to fit our students and families. Please 

follow the guidance below as you implement remote learning.  
 

GUIDANCE FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHERS 

 

Instruction 

The goal for instructional remote learning is to allow for continued instruction while 

acknowledging the additional challenges that come without traditional, face-to-face 

classroom learning. While new instruction can take place, the guidelines are 

suggesting that instructors take into account the needs of middle schoolers and 

their ability to learn independently. 
 

Additionally, school staff should be mindful that they do not exacerbate the gaps 

between low- and high-income students, and students with and without internet access. 

To ensure equal access, instructors can provide materials that do not require internet 

access, make sure that IEP accommodations are met, and reach out to all families to 

help them support their children as much as possible. 
 

Acknowledging possible instructional needs or barriers of middle school students: 

• Students may be helping their families with child-care of siblings/relatives or 

helping to provide financially for their families. 

• Students and families may feel unease or fear from this unprecedented event. 

• Families may have multiple children who share a common device with no/limited 

internet access. 

• Caregivers may become ill, placing additional burdens upon students. 

• Students may become ill. 

• Family members may not be equipped or have time to help students. 

• Students may not have physical space sufficient to complete work. 
 



Teachers must be aware of these challenges and ensure that their educational 

decisions support all populations of students. 
 

Supporting Student Engagement During Remote Learning 
 

Students may or may not have a consistent caregiver who can work with them 

every day. Ensure that instructions are written so that the student can 

understand them independently. Using headings, bullet points, appropriate text 

size, boldness, and color to create a clear workflow for students to follow. 

When designing remote learning experiences consider the following questions: 

How will a student know where to start? How will a student know what to do next? 

How will a student know when the work is successfully completed? 

How will the district know a student completed an activity? 

 

Hard Copies for students without technology 

 

Teachers in the same building who teach the same course should collaborate to 

determine what essential student work should be provided for students without a 

computer/internet access at home.  This single-packet per course (not per 

teacher) should be emailed to their principal by Thursday of each week for the 

following week of instruction.  The principal will make physical copies and have 

them ready for pick-up by parents/students on Monday.  Each school will have a 

process of collecting written work. School administrators will work with teachers 

to determine what this will look like at their respective schools. This plan should 

be communicated to parents/students from the high school teachers and 

administrators. 
 

Content and Delivery 

All students need to have access to content and material. If learning is going to be 

done online, then an educationally comparable offline version should be available that 

replicates the online version as closely as possible. Make an effort to support parents 

with resources that may help to facilitate remote learning.  

 

Planning and Preparation 

Combined daily instructional task(s) should not exceed three hours a day in total. 

Generally, 30 mins maximum of work per subject area/teacher per day for a total of 

150 minutes per subject area/teacher per week)   
 

 
 

 



Middle School teachers may host virtual student meetings. Below is a recommended 

sample schedule. Individual buildings and teachers will modify as needed and will 

communicate any changes with families. The periods below should be interpreted 

related to your specific school schedule.  
 

1st period:              9:00am - 9:30am 

2nd period:                    9:45am - 10:15am 

3 /4 or 4/5 period:            10:30am - 11:00am 

5/6 or 6/7 period:          11:15am - 11:45am 

8th period:              12:00pm - 12:30pm 

9th period:              12:45pm - 1:15pm 

Study Hall/Check in  1:30pm -2:00pm 

Recommended engagement times for students 

 

Grades 6-8    15 minutes of class per day minimum per content area 

                     30 minutes of class per day maximum per content area 

 

Communication/Feedback 
 

Timely communication by teachers makes a difference in the number of students 

who complete assignments and in their achievement of the learning tasks. Teachers 

will be available 9am - 2pm during scheduled remote learning days.  
 

Middle School Grading 

The “new normal” for grading/assessment is recoup, review, refine, finish year. 

Work assigned after April 6th will no longer be considered “optional” and will be 

graded based on Pass, Incomplete, or Not Assessed. The emphasis for schoolwork 

assigned, reviewed, and completed during the remote learning period is on learning, 

not on compliance. Grading should focus on the continuation of learning. All students 

should have the opportunity to redo, make up, or try again to complete, show 

progress, or attempt to complete work assigned prior to the remote learning period 

in that time frame. The plan on grading is based upon the principle of no educational 

harm to any child.  This is not a time for failing students or adversely impacting 

student learning progress. Students are expected to continue with the learning 



activities assigned during remote learning. Grading should be used for coaching. See 

the middle school grading guidance below:  

Grading Criteria for Middle School Remote Learning  
 

PASS: Students completed engagement in remote learning. Students submitted quality 

work that demonstrated proficiency in the standards being learned or reviewed. Work 

submitted demonstrated that students engaged in learning. 
 

INCOMPLETE: Students did not complete daily engagement in remote learning. Students 

did not complete consistent quality work and did not demonstrate proficiency in the 

standards being learned or reviewed. Work was not submitted and the work that was 

submitted demonstrated that students did not engage in learning. 
 

NA:  Students were not provided with the opportunity to engage in content in order to 

demonstrate proficiency/mastery in specific standard and content area.  
 

***Algebra I Honors and Spanish I at the MS level will follow the High School 

guidance document*** 

 

Each school will have a process of collecting work. School administrators will work 

with teachers to determine what this will look like at the respective schools. This 

plan will be communicated to parents from the middle school teachers and 

administrators.  
 

US and IL Constitution Exam  
 

Plainfield 202 currently has 7th grade students take the Constitution Exam. While the 

specific unit of study may remain, students will not be required to take the Federal / 

State Constitution exams during remote learning as ISBE has suspended all testing. This 

information will be shared with the High Schools to ensure that students take and pass 

the test(s) prior to high school graduation as required by Illinois School Code.   
 

Multilingual Learners 

 

When designing activities for Multilingual Learners, educators need to consider 

students' levels of language proficiency that would allow them access to materials 

and tasks while also providing students with opportunities to practice both their 

receptive (listening and reading) and expressive (speaking and writing) language skills. 

Educators may find it helpful to plan for language and content activities within the 

four language domains through the key uses of academic language: recount, explain, 

argue, discuss. These help multilingual students leverage the use of high levels of 

language to communicate content learning. MS educators should follow the District 



guidance in the Remote Learning Plan provided by the ELL Department on the District 

WebPage. 
 

Special Education and Related Services 
Students with disabilities are particularly vulnerable during times of disruption and 

change. To ensure ongoing growth and progress, we will focus planning efforts on 

how to continue serving these students to the greatest extent practicable by 

tailoring remote learning that provides educational benefits to students with 

disabilities. All decisions regarding special education must comply with guidance 

from the U.S. Department of Education. MS educators should follow the District 

guidance in the Remote Learning Plan provided by Student Services on the District 

Webpage. 
 

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-files/q-and-a-providing-services-to-children-with-disabilities-during-the-coronavirus-disease-2019-outbreak/

