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Dear District 202 Community, 
 
Since the COVID-19 pandemic started, and especially since we returned to school in August, I 
have watched our families, students, and staff work extremely hard to turn countless “lemons” 
into “lemonade” by making the best out of what are very difficult circumstances. 
 
We absolutely understand how challenging remote learning has been for everyone involved. We 
plan to return to in-person learning when it is safe. In fact, we had started to do that when about 
300 special needs students returned to the classroom on October 26th.  That was a great day. 
 
Unfortunately, like many school districts statewide, we had to pause those plans two weeks later 
as the COVID-19 positivity rate skyrocketed. Now, we continue to monitor the relevant data and 
guidance that will help decide our future.  
 
So, as we head into the holiday season, this is a great time to acknowledge those who worked so 
hard to make the first half of this school year as positive and productive as possible. 
 
We must start with our families and students, many who have struggled yet found ways to be 
flexible to ensure their students had everything they could provide to succeed academically. 
Thank you. 
 
Of course, their teachers were (and are always) one of the most important “resources” families 
had. They have supported students and families who needed help after “school hours;” found 
new and effective ways to engage students over the computer; and continuously connected with 
their students when physical connection is impossible. Thank you. 
 
Our technology staff continue to do extraordinary work to increase, improve, and support 
students using more than 17,000 new district laptops and other tools to help them connect with 
their classrooms. Thank you. 
 
Our custodians, secretaries, grounds and maintenance crews, and building support staff have 
worked long hours to prepare our schools for the day when students return, and to serve families 
now who need help in person. Thank you. 
 
Since school closed in mid-March, Aramark, our food services provider, has prepared and 
distributed nearly 1.2 million nutritious “grab and go” breakfasts and lunches to District 202 
students and other children in our community who may not otherwise have had anything 
nutritious to eat. Thank you. 
 



Our district administrators have worked tirelessly to address the complex web of health 
guidance, safety requirements, changing curriculum needs, personnel challenges, and equipment 
needs to help District 202 navigate this pandemic from every possible angle. Thank you. 
 
And last but certainly not least, our Board of Education has continued to see the bigger picture 
involved with operating the fifth-largest school district in Illinois during a pandemic, and support 
our efforts despite often-intense public scrutiny and criticism. Thank you. 
 
Certainly, our plans and efforts aren’t perfect. No one has ever dealt with a challenge like this. 
Therefore, we will remain flexible, continue to review the critical data and guidance, and adjust 
as needed. Our goal is always to do what’s best for all our students, staff, and the community. 
 
On behalf of our Board of Education, Administration, and staff, thank you as always for your 
continued understanding, patience, and support.  
 
Happy holidays. We hope 2021 brings us all a lot more “lemonade.”  
 
Together, we will prepare all our students for the future.  
 
Dr. Lane Abrell  
Superintendent of Schools 
Plainfield Community Consolidated School District 202 
 
 
 


