
Response to Community Feedback 
The district has received several letters and copies of a video of the director of the CDC recommending 
the reopening schools.   

District 202 considers many different resources and factors to help guide decision making for when to 
provide in-person learning.  The District considers guidance from the CDC, IDPH, and the local health 
departments as a resource.  It is important to consider multiple sources of information in order to make 
informed decisions, consider different perspectives, and to have a better understanding.   

Claim:  CDC says schools should not be closed and schools are the safest 
place to be 
Community Transmission and the Possible Risk within Schools 
There is a misconception that the CDC is directing schools to open.  The CDC provides guidance to 
schools to assist with their decision-making process.  Per the CDC, “when making decisions on when to 
open schools for in-person learning it is important to understand SARS-CoV-2 transmission within the 
surrounding community to determine the possible risk of introduction and transmission of SARS-CoV-2 
within the school” (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2020a).   

According to IDPH, “Community transmission exists when a case is identified without a clear source of 
the infection in a community, i.e. when you can no longer identify how someone was infected. 
Specifically, an infected person does not know where or how they were infected and did not travel out 
of the community during their incubation period” (Illinois Department of Public Health, 2020a).  Will 
County is currently in warning and is considered at substantial risk for community transmission 
(Illinois Department of Public Health, 2020b).   

The District reviews data from IDPH COVID-19 County & School Metrics and the CDC indicators and 
thresholds for risk of introduction and transmission of COVID-19 in schools to the to help guide our 
decision-making process.  CDC indicators and thresholds were created to assist schools in their decision-
making process related to reopening for in-person learning. When the statistics indicate the level of risk 
is higher, schools should consider alternative learning models such as a hybrid model or remote learning 
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2020a).   

The CDC has three core indicators for risk of introduction and transmission of COVID-19 in schools 
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2020a).   

Indicator 1:  # New Cases.  Per Will County statistics on 12/11/2020, there are 594 cases per 100,000 in 
Will County placing our county in the highest risk category.  Per the CDC, schools are at the highest risk 
when the number of new cases per 100,000 is greater than 200.   

Indicator 2:  Positivity Rate: Per the Will County School Metrics, the most recent data from 11/29/2020-
12/5/2020 lists the test positivity rate of 16.6%. The test positivity 7-day rolling average for Will County 
was 14.1% on 12/11/2020.  Per the CDC schools are at the highest risk is when the test positivity rate is 
greater than 10%.   



Indicator 3:  5 key mitigation strategies for schools to implement.  The third indicator is the only one 
that schools have any specific control over.  These strategies include: 

• Masks 
• Social distancing 
• Hand hygiene 
• Cleaning and disinfecting 
• Contact tracing 

As of today, the district could be in low to moderate risk of introduction and transmission of COVID-19 
on the third indicator, if the district implements a hybrid model. 

Claim:  The District should fully reopen and not consider a hybrid model 
Continuum of Risk 
There have been questions about why the District is recommending a hybrid model instead of a fully in 
person educational model.  District 202 utilizes the CDC guidance on operating schools during COVID-19.  
Per the CDC Continuum of Risk, “the risk of spreading COVID-19 in schools increases across the 
continuum of virtual/remote learning, hybrid, and full in person learning” (Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, 2020b).  Schools are at high risk or the highest risk of spreading COVID-19 is when 
students are fully in person and when students mix between classes, as they would at all levels.   

CDC Guiding Principles to Keep in Mind (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2020b) 

• Lowest Risk: Students and teachers engage in virtual-only classes, activities, and events. 
• More Risk: Small, in-person classes, activities, and events. Groups of students stay together and 

with the same teacher throughout/across school days and groups do not mix. Students remain 
at least 6 feet apart and do not share objects. 

• Highest Risk: Full sized, in-person classes, activities, and events. Students are not spaced apart, 
share classroom materials or supplies, and mix between classes and activities. 

Claim:  Children don’t get sick or spread COVID-19 
Data on Children and COVID-19 
Per the CDC, children can be infected with the virus that caused COVID-19, can get sick, and can spread 
the virus to others, even if they don’t have symptoms (asymptomatic).  The CDC also acknowledges that 
teachers and students are in close contact for much of the day and that schools have the potential to 
expose large numbers of people to COVID-19 when an individual is infected.    

Some public comments have referenced the low hospitalization and death rate for children with COVID-
19.  Below is an excerpt of the CDC analysis of pediatric data from March to July (Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 2020b, 2020c): 

• While the rate for hospitalization is low for children, one in three children who were 
hospitalized with COVID-19 was admitted to an intensive care unit, which is the same in adults.   

• Similar to adults, children with severe COVID-19 may develop respiratory failure, myocarditis, 
shock, acute renal failure, coagulopathy, and multi-organ system failure. 



• The comparatively low risk for hospitalization and death among children must be 
contextualized to the risk posed to teachers, school administrators, and other staff in the school 
environment.  

• The risk for teachers, school administrators, and other staff in the school is expected to mirror 
that of other adults in the community if they contract COVID-19.  

• Per the CDC, “To be sure, the best available evidence from countries that have reopened 
schools indicates that COVID-19 poses low risks to school-aged children – at least in areas with 
low community transmission.” 

• Will and Kendall County are considered in substantial risk of community transmission 

It Needs to be a Community Effort 
Per the CDC ,“to enable schools to open and remain open, it is important to adopt and correctly and 
consistently implement actions to slow the spread of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, not 
only inside the school, but also in the community. This means that students, families, teachers, school 
staff, and all community members should take actions to protect themselves and others where they live, 
work, learn, and play. In short, success in preventing the introduction and subsequent transmission of 
SARS-CoV-2 in schools is connected to and dependent upon preventing transmission in communities” 
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2020a).   

The District is considering community data, per the guidance from CDC and IDPH, therefore, it is 
important for both the school and community to work together to help reduce the spread of COVID-19.   

The CDC recommends that communities make decisions about in-person learning based upon 
transmission levels in the community and also within schools' educational settings, which can be much 
lower than transmission levels within a community.  District data showed that when staff and students 
returned to work and learn in schools during October and into November, that the number of 
individuals diagnosed with COVID-19 and exposed to individuals with COVID-19 increased at a significant 
rate.   

When the CDC indicators, the IDPH school metrics and the district metrics indicate a low to moderate 
risk, District 202 will propose starting the hybrid model due to the decreased risk per the CDC.  
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