
RETURN ’20-’21 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
“Returning to In-Person Learning” Edition 

(January 20, 2021) 

This document responds to hundreds of common questions asked in recent weeks, organized into key 
categories, as part of the plan to return to in-person learning in January/February 2021. Please see the 
District 202 Covid-19 Parent Handbook for the most current, detailed information.  

 

SCHOOL DAY  ……………………………………….. 
Q. Why is the school day shorter than usual? Why are we in school only two 

days a week? 

A. The school day schedule meets state requirements and allows for triple tier 
transportation schedule. 

Q. Will students be in classrooms on Wednesdays?  

A. No. All students will attend school remotely and schools will be deep cleaned on 
Wednesdays. 

Q. Will students be allowed to have snacks in the classroom? 

A. No, unless a snack is needed for medical reasons, or if the student is in a 
specialized program, or if the principal grants specific individual exception. 

Q. Will students be allowed to have water in the classroom? 

A. Yes. Students are encouraged to bring refillable water bottles to class. 

Q. How big are classes going to be with social distancing in mind? 

A. The general class size is 14-15 depending on the Level.  Some classes may 
have more students, depending on the size of the classroom, i.e., physical 
education classes, band/choir.  These classes cannot exceed 50 students.  

Q. How long will middle school and high school periods be? 

A. Middle school periods are 35 minutes; high school periods are 33 minutes. 

Q. Will Wilco students attend classes in person? 

A. Yes. Wilco is working on its own logistics to serve and accommodate the different 
learning plans of its five member districts. 

Q.   If a student is sick and can’t attend in-person school, can they attend 
remotely?  

A.   Yes.  Parents should call the attendance line at their school to report the 
absence.  The child can still log on and participate in Remote Learning.  This 
absence will not “count against” the student.   

https://www.psd202.org/documents/1610572996.pdf


PLANNING/LOGISTICS  …………………………...… 
Q. Will preschool, kindergarten students, and 6th and 9th graders be able to 

tour their new schools before classes start?  

A. Yes. School administrators are planning “transitional” activities for kindergarten 
students and 6th and 9th graders. Schools will share details with their families.  
Families of new preschool students who would like a tour should contact Bonnie 
McBeth Learning Center. 

Q. Will siblings in different grades be able to attend in-person learning on the 
same day? 

A. Yes, as much as possible. While there may be some exceptions, every effort is 
being made to plan with families in mind.  

Q. Will students who remain in remote learning have the same teachers as 
they have had this year?  

A. Students should remain with their current teacher unless there is an extenuating 
circumstance, such as the teacher being unable to return in person.   

Q.        How will student parking and permits be managed at the high schools?  

A.        Each high school will provide information on parking and permits. 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING  ……………………….. 

Q. How will seven class periods fit into a 4.25-hour school day?  

A. The school day will comprise class periods of approximately 33-35 minutes plus 
office hours and targeted support time after the school day. 

Q. What is the plan for high school students who have failed their classes? 

A. Teachers will work directly with struggling students to help them raise their 
academic achievement. 

Q. How will teachers be able to teach both in person and online 
simultaneously? 

A. Teachers will use cameras and projectors in the classroom to include students 
learning remotely in classwork. 

Q. Will teachers have a microphone so the kids in remote learning can hear 
them clearly through the masks?  

A. District 202 has bought 20 microphones per school for teachers to use. Schools 
can buy more as needed. 

Q. Are students expected to bring computers to in-person learning?  

A. Students should bring their laptops to in-person learning as classroom instruction 
will include technology-based lessons. 



TRANSPORTATION  …………………………………. 
Q. Will students be assigned seats on the bus? 

A. Yes. Both busing companies servicing District 202 will create seating charts for 
their buses.  

Q. Will bus drivers have to quarantine if they are exposed to the virus? 

A. Bus drivers employed by both First Student and Septran must follow all 
appropriate health and safety protocols as directed by their employers. If a bus 
driver is diagnosed with COVID-19 or determined to be directly exposed to an 
individual with COVID-19 they will be required to isolate/quarantine.    

Q. When will families returning to in-person learning get their bus schedules? 

A. Both bus companies are working on schedules. Information for families of 
students who need regular transportation will be available on the Home Access 
Center on January 26, 2021.   

The district will notify families of students who need special transportation with a 
Jan. 25th start date no later than Friday, January 22, 2021. Students who need 
special transportation and start on a later date will be informed no later than the 
Friday prior to their first day in person.   

 
SAFETY  ………………………………………………... 
Q. Are all students required to wear a mask in the building? 

A. Everyone who is in a district building at any time must wear a mask unless they  
have an exemption due to their disability or medical needs. Please refer to the 
District Protocol – Face Covering Accommodations for more information 
 

Q. Will teachers be required to get vaccinated?  

A. Currently the law does not require anyone to be vaccinated. However, District 
202 is working closely with the local health departments to encourage and 
provide vaccinations to staff as soon as possible. 

Q. How will students self-certify each day for in-person learning?  

A. The District developed a self-certify app that must be completed prior to students 
getting on the bus or entering a school building. The directions for the app are on 
the district website at Student Self-Certification Procedure: Procedure for 
symptom checking prior to reporting to school 
 

Q. Will District 202 participate in the Will County program to administer rapid 
COVID Tests at no cost to the schools and to provide appropriate training 
to district nursing staff? 

A. We are working with Will County to take advantage of this opportunity.  

http://www.psd202.org/documents/1602004706.pdf
http://www.psd202.org/documents/1603491976.pdf
http://www.psd202.org/documents/1603491976.pdf


Q. What happens when students with special needs cannot wear a mask, but 
can wear a shield?  

A. Everyone who is in a district building at any time must wear a mask unless they 
have an exemption due to their disability or medical needs. Students may be 
approved for a face covering accommodation, such as a face shield, due to their 
disability Please refer to the District Protocol – Face Covering 
Accommodations for more information. 
 

Q.   Who should I call if my child was diagnosed with COVID-19 or if they were 
exposed to someone with COVID-19? 

A.    All students who are diagnosed with COVID-19/ tested positive for COVID-19 or 
directly exposed to an individual with COVID-19 must complete the Online 
Student Contact Tracing Form. A contact tracing form must be filled out for 
each student who is diagnosed or directly exposed to an individual with COVID-
19 
 

Q. What percentage of staff is willing to get the vaccine? 

A. District staff have been surveyed and information shared with the local health 
departments. Currently, about 68 percent of those who responded to the survey 
want to be vaccinated immediately. Another 21 percent want the vaccine, but 
later.  

Q. How will social distancing take place during passing periods? 

A. Buildings have placed social distancing signs in the hallways, both on the floors 
and on the walls.  Staff will be encouraged to monitor hallways and encourage 
social distancing.   

Q. Will passing periods be longer to accommodate students and reduce the 
number of students in the halls? 

A. Generally speaking, no. However, individual buildings may tweak passing 
periods based on building circumstances. 

 
DOWN THE ROAD  …………………………………… 
Q. When will our kids be back full time?  

A. As soon as it is feasible, and safe, to do so. 

Q. Will students be able at some point to attend more than two days a week?  

A. We are discussing that possibility with the hopes of continued improvement of 
health conditions. 

 

 

http://www.psd202.org/documents/1602004706.pdf
http://www.psd202.org/documents/1602004706.pdf
http://intranet.psd202.org/contact-tracing-student.php
http://intranet.psd202.org/contact-tracing-student.php


Q.   If we remain on a Hybrid schedule, will families be able to select in-person 
or remote for 4th quarter (March 22nd-end of school year)? 

A.   Yes.  If we remain on a Hybrid schedule, families will have the opportunity to 
complete another Educational Choice Form for 4th Q.   

Q. If/when extra-curricular activities return, will they be allowed only at the 
high school level or middle school too? 

A. Activities will be allowed at both levels as much as possible. Schools will 
communicate details about student group and club activities. 

Q. Can students in remote learning still participate in sports when athletics 
resume?  

A. Yes. All students receiving educational services are eligible to play sports. 

 

 


