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Dear District 202 Community, 
 
As I write this, we will soon complete the traditional portion of the 2020-21 school year.  
 
As we have transitioned into the homestretch of this school year, we continue to finalize plans 
for the summer school programs and the opening of the 2021-22 school year with the first day of 
student attendance on August 18.    
 
We plan and expect to start a new school year with all students back in classrooms full-time, in a 
traditional school format.  
 
We know that this school year has been incredibly challenging for every student, teacher, parent, 
administrator, staff member, and Board of Education member in most, if not all, public schools 
nationwide. 
 
The best solution to that challenge is to get kids back in classrooms where they belong, as long 
as it is safe to do so. We have said the same thing for more than a year and are cautiously 
optimistic we will do so, largely because: 
   

• For the first time in a year, it seems like most, if not all key indicators or health 
metrics are pointing in the right direction. 

• Personal Protective Equipment (if needed) appears to be readily available. 
• Vaccination levels are rising and soon may be available to students under 16 years of 

age. 
• Numerous public health agencies and governmental leaders who have guided and 

decided our lives over the last year seem to agree that conditions are right to resume 
something resembling “normal” life. 

 
If we have learned anything in the last year, it is that nothing is set in stone and the unimaginable 
(like a world-crippling pandemic or warp-speed development of a vaccine, for example) must be 
imagined.  
 
In the last 14 months, science and how we understand it, changed. Public policy and guidance 
shifted often, and sometimes conflicted. And we at the local level had to rapidly develop and 
execute plans for what was in front of us while also trying to anticipate the future.  
 
We were able to return to school for five partial, in-person school days. Likewise, we have 
worked over the last few weeks to plan for traditional year-end events like high school proms or 
senior celebrations, high school graduation ceremonies, and 8th grade promotion ceremonies.  
 



We have enjoyed the somewhat strange experience of watching fall sports being played in the 
spring. We have created and are mapping numerous new summer school options to help students 
at all levels better prepare for next school year.  
 
With your grace, help, patience, understanding and support, I firmly believe we will clear 
whatever hurdles we may yet encounter and return to traditional schooling for the 2021-22 
school year.  
 
Seeing our students back in class where they safely can learn, socialize, grow, achieve and 
succeed, is always the goal and with your help, we will get there. 
 
Together, we will prepare our students for the future. 
 
Dr. Lane Abrell  
Superintendent  
Plainfield Community Consolidated School District 202 
 
 
 


