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District 202 Associate Superintendent Dr. Glenn Wood will 
replace Dr. Lane Abrell as superintendent of schools in 2022-
2023.

The District 202 Board of Education approved the change in 
March and extended Wood’s contract through 2025 to reflect the 
change. Abrell will retire in June 2022. Wood will officially take 
over on July 1, 2022.

The decision follows an extensive 18-month review process 
during which the Board named Wood associate superintendent 

and increased his leadership responsibilities. 

Board President Kevin Kirberg praised Wood for his strategic direction, curricular 
leadership, and guidance in developing the district’s remote learning plans and 
programs this past year, among numerous achievements.

Wood will continue his current duties while also shadowing Abrell over the next 
year. District 202 used the same year-long shadowing/transition process when Abrell 
replaced former Superintendent of Schools Dr. John Harper in 2013-2014. Harper 
retired in 2014.

New Superintendent Continued on page 2

D. 202 ASSOCIATE SUPT. WILL BE 
NEW SUPERINTENDENT IN 2022-2023

The Plainfield Community Consolidated School District 202 Newsletter

FROM THE
SUPERINTENDENT

Dear District 202 Community,

As I write this, we will soon complete the 
traditional portion of the 2020-2021 school year. 
As we have transitioned into the homestretch of 
this school year, we continue to finalize plans for 
the summer school programs and the opening 
of the 2021-2022 school year with the first day 
of student attendance on August 18.   

We plan and expect to start a new school year 
with all students back in classrooms full-time, in 
a traditional school format. 

Message from the Superintendent 
Continued on page 3
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The District 202 Board of Education seated three new members (Dr. Kathy Baxter, Toni Galan, and Barbara Seiden) and newly re-
elected member Rod Westfall following the April 6, 2021 election. Pictured are (seated, from left) Board Vice President Westfall, 
President Kevin Kirberg, and Secretary Heather Roach; and (standing, from left) Treasa Howard-Collins, Baxter, Galan, and Seiden.
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District 202 residents 62 years old and older can get District 202 
“Gold Cards,” which provide free admission to all student athletic 
events, and discounted admission to all student performances.

Please contact Director of Community Relations Tom Hernandez 
for more information at (815) 577-4008 or tahernan@psd202.org

District 202 Gold Card available to senior citizens

D.202 RENAMES ATHLETIC FACILITIES 
TO HONOR LONG-TIME EDUCATORS

District 202 honored two long-time 
educators by renaming the main gym and 
basketball court at Plainfield High School-
Central Campus on Thursday, April 29, 2021. 
Plaques will adorn the Dave Stephens 
Gymnasium and the Tom Hensel Court after 
Thursday’s surprise ceremony. 
Dr. Lane Abrell, District 202 Superintendent, 
introduced the pair and called them great 
educators and friends. 
“These are two individuals who deserve 
to be recognized for their time and service 
to District 202,” Abrell said during the 
ceremony. 
Both men were surprised and humbled by 
the honors. 
Hensel retired from the district in 2004 after 
serving more than 33 years in education as 
a coach, teacher, and administrator.  
“I loved coaching here and I loved the fans,” 
Hensel said. 
Stephens spent his entire 33-year education 
career at District 202. He retired in 2020 as 
principal of PHSCC. 
“I love this place and I love all these 

New Superintendent continued from page 1

Wood, a 29-year education veteran, came to 
District 202 in 2009 as the director for high 
school curriculum and instruction. He had 
served as principal of Victor Andrew High School 
in Tinley Park for three years.

He started his education career in 1992 as 
a math teacher at Amos Alonzo Stagg High 
School in Palos Heights. At District 202, Wood 
served for three years as high school curriculum 
director before being named assistant 
superintendent for curriculum and instruction in 
2012.

Under Wood’s leadership, District 202 
implemented numerous initiatives to improve 
student achievement including creating 
a student ambassador program and the 
Technology Trailblazer program to efficiently add 
technology to the classroom. 

He also helped lead efforts to implement full-
day kindergarten for all eligible students; adding 
Chinese immersion program; implementing a 
student growth component for teacher and 
administrator evaluation; creating a standards-
based elementary report card; and leading 
a Common Core State Standards community 
engagement plan, among many others. 

Wood also instituted district-wide accountability 
processes including customized data reports 
created for schools; a data analysis process for 
local, state, and federal accountability measures; 
and practical models for district and school-wide 
reform and improvement. 

As well, he led efforts to increase dual-credit 
and Advanced Placement offerings; added a 
high school Seal of Biliteracy program; and 
helped create and lead the district’s Cultural 
Competency Committee.

Wood also participated in and helped lead 
district-wide strategic planning work, and 
teacher contract negotiations.

people,” Stephens said.
 
Stephens began his education career at 
District 202 in 1987 after graduating from 
the University of Wisconsin-Platteville. 
Stephens taught at the elementary, middle, 
and high school levels before becoming 
athletic director at PHSCC in 2007. 
Stephens also coached the PHSCC boys’ 
basketball team from 1993 to 2008. 
He also coached boys golf for eight years.
Hensel graduated from Plainfield High 
School in 1967.  
He graduated from Illinois Wesleyan 
University and taught in Minooka, Wyoming 
and Galesburg high schools. Hensel 
returned to District 202 in 1981 to teach 
and coach. 
He coached golf and boys’ basketball and 
coached the first game in the new high 
school after the 1990 tornado destroyed the 
former PHS. 
Hensel also was dean of students, assistant 
principal, and was the first principal of 
Plainfield South High School in 2001. He 
retired from PSHS in 2004.
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We know that this school year has been 
incredibly challenging for every student, teacher, 
parent, administrator, staff member, and Board 
of Education member in most, if not all, public 
schools nationwide.

The best solution to that challenge is to get kids 
back in classrooms where they belong, as long 
as it is safe to do so. We have said the same 
thing for more than a year and are cautiously 
optimistic we will do so, largely because:
  

• For the first time in a year, it seems like 
most, if not all key indicators or health 
metrics are pointing in the right direction. 

• Personal Protective Equipment (if 
needed) appears to be readily available. 

• Vaccination levels are rising and soon may 
be available to students under 16 years 
of age. 

• Numerous public health agencies and 
governmental leaders who have guided 
and decided our lives over the last year 
seem to agree that conditions are right to 
resume something resembling “normal” 
life.

If we have learned anything in the last year, 
it is that nothing is set in stone and the 
unimaginable (a world-crippling pandemics or 
warp-speed development of a vaccine) need to 
be imagined. 

Science and how we understand it, changed. 
Public policy and guidance shifted often, and 

sometimes conflicted. And we at the local level 
had to rapidly develop and execute plans for 
what was in front of us while also trying to 
anticipate the future. 

We were able to return to school for five partial, 
in-person school days. Likewise, we have worked 
over the last few weeks to plan for traditional 
year-end events like high school proms or 
senior celebrations, high school graduation 
ceremonies, and 8th grade promotion 
ceremonies. 

We have enjoyed the somewhat strange 
experience of watching fall sports being played 
in the spring. We have created and are mapping 
numerous new summer school options to help 
students at all levels better prepare for next 
school year. 

With your grace, help, patience, understanding 
and support, I firmly believe we will clear 
whatever hurdles we may yet encounter and 
return to traditional schooling for the 2021- 
2022 school year. 

Seeing our students back in class where they 
safely can learn, socialize, grow, achieve and 
succeed, is always the goal and with your help, 
we will get there.

Together, we will prepare our students for the 
future.

Dr. Lane Abrell 
Superintendent of Schools

Plainfield CCSD 202

Message from the Superintendent
August
16-17  Teacher Institutes - No  
 Student Attendance
18  First day of Student  Attendance  
 SIP Day - Early Release * 
19  First day of Student Attendance  
 for Pre-K, BMLC 2-day programs
20  First day of Student Attendance  
 for BMLC 3-day programs 
 
September
6  Labor Day - NO SCHOOL
 
October
11  Columbus Day - NO SCHOOL
15  End of First Quarter
18 SIP Day - Early Release *
 
November
1  Teacher Institute - No School
1-2 Parent/Teacher Conferences -  
 NO SCHOOL
24-26 Thanksgiving Recess 
 
December
17 End of Semester One
17 SIP Day - Early Release *
20  Winter Break Begins
 
January
3  Classes Resume 
17  MLK Jr’s Birthday - NO SCHOOL
31 SIP Day - Early Release *
 
February
21  Presidents’ Day - NO SCHOOL
 
March
4 District Institute - NO SCHOOL
4 End of Third Quarter
14  SIP Day - Early Release *
15  Election Day - NO SCHOOL
28  Spring Break Begins
 
April
4  Classes Resume
15-18 Spring Holiday - NO SCHOOL  
 
May
27 SIP Day - Early Release *
27  Tentative Last Day if NO  
 emergency days are used
30  Memorial Day - NO SCHOOL
 
June
6 Tentative Last Day if ALL  
 emergency days are used
 
* No BMLC attendance

2021-2022 CALENDAR

219 D. 202 STUDENTS NAMED 2021-
2022 ILLINOIS STATE SCHOLARS 
Two hundred nineteen District 202 high 
school seniors have been named 2021-
2022 Illinois State Scholars because of 
their superior academic potential.

The Illinois Student Assistance Commission 
(ISAC) awards the honor each year to 
students based on SAT or ACT and/or 
class rank at the end of their sixth high 
school semester. High school guidance 
counselors work in conjunction with ISAC 
to determine the winners.

This year’s State Scholars include:  

• PHSCC – 32
• PSHS – 62 
• PNHS – 72
• PEHS – 53

The complete list of District 202 Illinois 
State Scholars is posted on the “News” 
page on the District 202 website:  
www.psd202.org 
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RIDGE’S DIBITETTO, LEWIS TO LEAD 
NEW WALLIN OAKS ELEMENTARY 

Ridge Elementary School Principal Dr. Stacey DiBitetto and 4th grade 
teacher Jennifer Lewis will serve next year as the first principal and 
assistant principal respectively of Wallin Oaks, the district’s newest 
elementary school.

Wallin Oaks will be the 18th full-service District 202 elementary 
school. It is scheduled to open in August 2021. The new school is 
being built as part of a larger plan to create enough space district-

wide to provide full-day kindergarten for all eligible students. 

The new school will also help District 202 minimize the need 
to move certain special education programs every year 
among buildings because of limited space. 

DiBitetto is a 25-year veteran educator with classroom 
and administrative experience at both the elementary and 
middle school levels. 

She has served as Ridge’s principal since 2011. From 
2008-2011 she was assistant principal at Walker’s Grove 
Elementary School, and taught 6th grade at Ira Jones Middle 
School from 2005-2008.

Before coming to District 202, DiBitetto also taught 7th and 
8th grade math at Keller Junior High School in Schaumburg 
from 2000-2005, and was a 3rd and 5th grade teacher in Las 
Vegas from 1996-1999.

DiBitetto has also served as an adjunct professor at Aurora 
University since 2016.

Lewis started her education career in 2006 teaching 4th 
grade at Ridge. She has also served as Ridge’s Title 1 After 
School Program Lead Administrator in both 2012 and 2014.

4th grade teacher Jennifer Lewis Ridge Elementary School Principal 
Dr. Stacey DiBitetto

DISTRICT 202, ARAMARK ADD SNACKS, 
D INNER TO FREE MEAL SERVICE
District 202 has added snacks and dinner to its free weekly 
breakfast and lunch pick up service which runs through  
August  4, 2021.

The district and its food service provider Aramark distribute 
grab and go meals every Wednesday to any child 18 and 
younger. The federal Children and Adult Care Center Food 
Program or CACFP pays for the free meals.

The week of meals can be picked up from 2:30-6:00 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. 

Breakfast, lunch, snacks, and dinner will be distributed at the 
district’s four high schools: 

• Plainfield High School-Central Campus
• Plainfield East High School
• Plainfield North High School
• Plainfield South High School

Breakfast, lunch, and snacks will be distributed at these 
schools: 

• Drauden Point Middle School
• Timber Ridge Middle School
• Grand Prairie Elementary School
• Lakewood Falls Elementary School

Aramark and District 202 began serving weekly meals in 
mid-March 2020 after schools closed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. All children to age 18 are eligible for the program. 
Families do not have to have children enrolled in District 202 
to get the free food.

District 202 had served 2,036,592 meals as of April 28, 2021.
Please call Aramark at 815-436-6270 if you need food service 
but cannot pick up meals on the designated days.

Call Drio Turcios at 815-577-4052, dturcios@psd202.org or 
Tamara Castaneda at 815-436-6270, Castaneda-Tamara@
aramark.com for more information.
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D. 202 HONORS TWO ICONIC LEADERS, 
E XC E P T I O N A L  S O C I A L  W O R K E R
The District 202 Board of Education 
gave prestigious awards to two iconic 
community leaders and one of its most 
admired school social workers at its April 
26, 2021 regular meeting.

The Board presented the three awards as 
part of its annual Awards of Excellence. 
The program could not be held publicly 
this year because of ongoing pandemic-
related safety concerns.

THE IRA JONES AND ELIZABETH 
EICHELBERGER AWARDS

The Board presented the Richard Ira 
Jones Award to former District 202 Board 
member and treasurer Ron Kazmar; 
and the Elizabeth “Bess” Eichelberger 
Distinguished Service Award to outgoing 
Board of Education member David Koch. 

Both awards recognize extraordinary 
community service and volunteerism. 

Board of Education Vice President Rod 

Westfall called Kazmar a “Plainfield 
community legend and pillar.” 

Kazmar has helped raise and donate 
several hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to numerous community groups through 
two fundraising groups he helped found or 
direct, said Westfall, who heads the Board’s 
Recognition Committee.

As well, Kazmar served eight years on 
the Board of Education including four as 
president. He has also served 20 years 
as the district treasurer as an unpaid 
volunteer, among other district work. 

Likewise, Westfall said Koch truly deserved 
the Eichelberger award for his contributions 
as a community member, parent, 
businessperson, leader, and servant.

Koch, who was named Board Secretary 
in 2017, has served District 202 in many 
public and private capacities, including as 
a parent volunteer at his children’s schools 
and through the district C.A.P.E. parent 
organization. 

He also coached baseball and soccer with 
the Plainfield Park District and football with 
the Plainfield Junior Cats and Plainfield 
Saints youth football organizations.

Koch, who has been a stay-at-home dad 
for several years, worked as a District 202 
teacher assistant and substitute. As a Board 

member he also chaired the Board’s Site 
and Finance Committee.

THE CHERYL RICCIARDI AWARD

 
The Board also presented the sixth annual 
Cheryl Ricciardi Exceptional Student Service 
Award to Ridge Elementary School Social 
Worker Amanda Lulek. 

Among many kudos, Lulek earned praise 
for leading numerous district trainings 
for Social Emotional Learning and suicide 
prevention, implementing the Panorama 
survey, and supervising university social 
work interns while starting work on her 
second master’s degree program for 
Educational Leadership.

Lulek created a special webinar for parents 
who were struggling to help their students 
in remote learning during pandemic-related 
school closures. 

D. 202 PARENT GROUP PRESENTS VIRTUAL DIGITAL SAFETY WEBINAR SERIES

District 202 will present a weekly series of virtual seminars every 
Thursday in May focusing on online safety for students. 

The District 202 Plainfield Parent Community Network (PPCN) will 
present this special free program at 6:30 p.m. A “Virtual Provider 
Fair” will be presented for 30 minutes before and after the actual 
webinar, at 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

The first webinar, slated for May 6th, is titled “Fostering Healthy/
Positive Online Socialization.” It will explore how socialization has 
changed because of technology and social media; social skills that 
prompt healthy interpersonal interaction and cyber safety in the 
digital world. 

Members of the Illinois Attorney General’s High Tech Crimes 

Bureau, Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force will 
speak at each webinar about various online safety issues, 
challenges, and resources for parents.

Future webinars will focus on:

• Building Online Resilience (May 13th)
• Helping Children Navigate Online Aggression (May 20th)
• Preventing Unwanted Online Solicitation (May 27th)

The PPCN will present this important program in both 
English and Spanish. 

PLEASE VISIT https://plainfieldpcn.org/icac/ FOR MORE 
INFORMATION INCLUDING ZOOM LINKS. 

David Koch Ron Kazmar

Amanda Lulek (left) with Ridge Principal Dr. 
Stacey DiBitetto (right)
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D. 202 SOCIAL WORKERS SEE STUDENT  
CONNECTIONS IN REMOTE LEARNING
District 202 social workers witnessed 
connections between students even 
when their initial meeting was through a 
small screen.

That conclusion is evident in the results 
of the most recent Panorama survey. 
The survey gauges social emotional 
competencies like how students 
persevere through setbacks or grit, how 
well can they regulate their emotions, 
and how much students feel that they are 
valued members of the social community 
or sense of belonging.

The district-wide score increased by 2 
percentage points to 76 percent when 
the third through fifth grade students 
took the survey in fall 2020.

District 202 began the 2020-2021 school 
year in remote learning due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Students returned 
to the classroom for five, half-days a week 
on April 7, 2021.

Autumn Cole, a social worker who splits 
her time at Crystal Lawns and Grand 

Prairie elementary schools, said two of her 
Crystal Lawns students became friends via 
Zoom classes.

The two first-grade girls were listening to 
a story when one of them held up a white 
board, Cole said.

The one girl was asking the other to sleep 
over that night, she said.

The girls are now friends in and out of 
class, Cole said.

“I just thought it was crazy to think they 
had connected on that level through a 
camera,” she said.

Grand Prairie Elementary School social 
worker Catie Vance saw a similar 
friendship develop between two 
kindergarteners.

Many kindergarteners were nervous about 
starting in person, there was one boy who 
was more apprehensive than the others, 
Vance said.

His whole demeanor changed when he 
arrived in class and saw a particular Zoom 
classmate, she said.

“These social workers are always looking 
for the best possible way to connect with 
students via the screen,” said Mary Ellen 
Miller, a licensed social worker, and Clinical 
Director at Plainfield Academy.

Miller also is supervising Cole and Vance 
as they get their licenses to be clinical 
social workers.

“Remote learning is way out of the realm 
of what we are taught,” Miller said.

“They can see the fruits of what they 
have done based on the connections the 
students made.”

C.A.P.E. HONORS OUTSTANDING D. 202 FACULTY, STAFF, AND PARENTS 

The C.A.P.E. parent group recognized 
outstanding parents, community 
members, teachers and staff members for 

their dedication to students, their schools 
and community at the 45th annual C.A.P.E. 
awards night on Wednesday, April 21, 
2021 at Plainfield North High School. 

C.A.P.E. is the committee for the 
Coordination of Administration and Parent 
groups for Educational efficiency in District 
202. It serves as a “bridge” between 
district leadership and the parent groups 
for all 30 District 202 schools.

This year, C.A.P.E. recognized winners 
from both 2020 and 2021 since last year’s 
ceremony was cancelled because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The group presented its 2020 Lifetime 
Contributor award to Paulette Hanton-
Brooks and Barb Scieszka for their 
longtime parental involvement and 
contributions to C.A.P.E.; and the 2021 
C.A.P.E. Lifetime Contributor award to 

outgoing C.A.P.E. President Betsey Vinson, 
who has served District 202 as a parent 
volunteer in numerous capacities for 
nearly 20 years.

C.A.P.E. also presented its 2020 C.A.P.E. 
Community Award to retired Plainfield 
High School - Central Campus principal 
Dave Stephens, who retired last year 
after 33 years in District 202; and the 
2021 C.A.P.E. Community Award to 
Plainfield Academy Assistant Principal 
Karyn Holstead, to recognize her 
extraordinary multi-faceted work at the 
school, especially during the transition 
between principals two years ago, and her 
community volunteerism.

The complete list of C.A.P.E. winners is 
posted on the “News” page on the District 
202 website: www.psd202.org 

C.A.P.E. President Betsey Vinson (left) presents 
Plainfield Academy Assistant Principal Karyn 
Holstead with the 2021 C.A.P.E. Community Award
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DISTRICT 202 
BOARD HONORS 
44 EDUCATORS, 
COMMUNITY 
MEMBERS
The District 202 Board of Education 
recognized 44 exceptional educators and 
staff in April as part of its 29th annual 
Awards of Excellence program.

“Typically, we recognize about a dozen 
staff members each year,” said Board of 
Education Vice President Rod Westfall who 
heads the Board’s recognition committee.

“But this year has been so extraordinary, 
and our teachers and staff have gone so 
far beyond what is normal that the Board 
decided to honor more people than 
usual,” he said. 

“All of these employees have been 
exceptional this year and we are very 
proud and happy to recognize their hard 
work, talent, and dedication,” Westfall 
said.

The Awards of Excellence honor teachers 
and non-administrative staff who have 
significantly impacted their students, 
schools, and the community.

A committee of three Board members 
and the Board’s community ambassador 
picks the Awards of Excellence winners 
from nominations from students, staff, 
and parents. The Board of Education has 
honored 437 individuals since the Award’s 
inception in 1993. 

The complete list of 
Board of Education 
Award of Excellence 
winners is posted 
on the “News” page 
on the District 202 
website:  
www.psd202.org 

District 202 will offer a long list of 
traditional and new summer school and 
enrichment programs free of charge to 
current 2021 District 202 students. 

All Summer school programming will be 
free for all families except for the high 
school dual credit program, which is 
offered in conjunction with Joliet Junior 
College, and drivers education behind-the-
wheel classes. 

Some middle and elementary school 
programs will be offered by invitation 
only to students identified as needing 
extra support. The final list of courses will 
depend on actual funding received and 
any related stipulations, enrollment, and 
staffing.

Transportation will be provided for 
qualifying students.

District 202 plans to use some of its 
share of federal COVID-19 relief funds 
to enhance student preparation for next 
school year and beyond. 

The district expects to get about $21.7 
million over the next two years through 
the Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSERS) grant. The 
money can only be used on COVID-related 
expenses. All Illinois school districts will be 
receiving ESSERS grant monies based on 
student enrollment.   

At least 20 percent, or about $4.4 million, 
must be used on academic programming. 
All funds must be used by 2023. 

For example, this summer, the district 
plans to offer: 

• traditional high school summer school
• K-12 extended school year (ESY)
• a new K-5 math and reading program 

for students identified as not meeting 
essential standards and significantly 
behind grade level

• an Elementary Bilingual Program to 
help students enhance and maintain 
literacy and math skills

• a new middle school Bridge Program 
focusing on transitions from elementary 
to middle school, academic foundations 
for English Language Arts and math, 
social-emotional growth, leadership 
and extracurricular involvement

• a new middle school Student Success 
Program for identified and invited 
students who need to learn in person 
to achieve academic success; and for 
5th graders who are accelerated in 
math

• enrichment classes (including but not 
limited to, dual credit at high school 
level)

• summer vocabulary programming 
for English as a Second Language and 
bilingual students.

DISTRICT 202 TO OFFER FREE SUMMER 
S C H O O L,  E N R I C H M E N T C L A S S E S 

Walker’s Grove Elementary School teacher Diana Altenhoff helps one of her 3rd 
graders calculate the area and perimeter of a sidewalk drawing, while holding up 
her laptop so her remote students could see and complete the problem, too.
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High School Graduation 
May 22, 2021

 
Middle School 8th Grade Promotion 

June 3, 2021

Ceremonies will be held outdoors, subject to 
weather and current pandemic safety rules.

Schools will share more  
information with families.

PSD202


