
 
 

May 21, 2021  

Zoom Teleconference  

In attendance: Board Members: Betsey Vinson, Blair Kramer, Erinn Hennes, Joanne Baker, Atiya 
Coleman Young, Casie Clark (newly elected) 

 Administration: Lane Abrell, Tom Hernandez Board of Education: Kevin Kirberg, Barb Seiden  

X Bonnie McBeth  X Central Elem.  X  Charles Reed  X  Creekside    Crystal Lawns 

X  Eagle Point  X  Eichelberger   Grand Prairie    Freedom  X  Lakewood Falls 

X  Liberty  X  Lincoln  X  Meadowview  X  Ridge  X  River View 

X  Thomas Jefferson  X  Walker’s Grove  X  Wesmere  X  Aux Sable  X Drauden Point 

X  Heritage Grove   Indian Trail  X  Ira Jones    JFK    Timber Ridge 

  Plainfield Academy  X  PNHS  X  PEHS  X  PSHS  X  PCHS 

          

 
Call to Order: Meeting called to order by CAPE President, Betsey Vinson at 9:33 am. All present recited The Pledge of 
Allegiance  

Administration:  
Dr. Abrell  
●  Presented Betsey Vinson with a farewell gift and thanked her for her service. He also thanked the board and CAPE 

Reps for their work during the year. 
 
Tom Hernandez  

● “Ditto” to Dr. Abrell’s comments. 

Dr. Debra Coberley (Wesmere) 
● Thanked Betsey for her support for the elementary level and school district 
● Congratulations to all the future  graduates. 
● There will be end of the year celebrations that will vary from school to school. Tentative last day June 

4th, reports will be sent electronically. 
● Information about access to Google Classroom and other resources over the summer will be coming 

out soon. Google Classrooms will be shut down on 6/4/21. 
● Kindergarten registration must be completed before the end of the school year. Packets are available 

to print online and in schools. Information for incoming Kindergarten tours will be sent in 
July/August. 

● Recommended that students with broken or damaged equipment contact the schools now.  



Tom added: With Dr. DiBetetto’s assignment to Wallin Oaks, Kyle Harej will replace her at Ridge. 
 
Dr. Christian Rivera (Aux Sable) 

● Echoed Deb Coberley’s comments about technology. 
● Finishing up sports- Boys Basketball, Girls Soccer, Boys and Girls Cross Country. 
● Middle schools will be sending out master schedules and finalizing staffing shortly. 
● June 3rd will be 8th grade promotions. He thanked HS principals for their help. Each family will get 6 tickets and it will 

be live streamed. 
● Locker move-in, student orientation and similar activities details are TBD based on CDC guidelines. 

Chris Chlebek (PHSCC)- Tom congratulated all the HS principals 
● Graduations will be held tomorrow. Dr. Kathy Baxter will be speaking at Central.  
● Summer school will start immediately. There are approximately 850 students scheduled to attend. 
● Sports are winding down, the state series will be starting shortly thereafter.  
● Thanks Betsey and Tristan Toures for their efforts. 
● The week of June 7th, there will be more information coming out about Homecoming. 

 Tom added: There is information available on the district website. Also, the district admin has been receiving 
calls asking if we plan to return to full day school next year. The answer is yes unless something catastrophic happens. 
He thanked all the CAPE reps. 
 Betsey added: Thank you to all the principals. She also asked them to thank the building admin staff, as the 
last 15 months have been tough.  

Roll Call: Roll call taken.  

 School Board (BOE):  
Kevin Kirberg  

● Thanked Betsey for everything and her dedication to PSD202.  He also thanked all of the CAPE reps and noted the 
year was successful because well all came together- staff, admin, and parents. 

● In person BOE meetings will resume on June 14th assuming we move to Phase 5.  
● Thrilled to have graduations and promotions in a normal fashion this year. Board members will be speaking at each 

graduation- Kathy Baxter (PHSCC), Barb Seiden (PEHS), Rod Westfall (PSHS), Kevin Kirberg (PNHS). 
● Planning on a full return in the fall. They will remain flexible. Masks are required through the end of the school year 

in every building. 
Betsey added: Kathy Baxter was invited but unable to attend the meeting. Congratulated her on the appointment to 
the BOE. 
Kathy added: Also, thanked Betsey for her work in the district. She is looking forward to her involvement on the 
board. 

 Barb Seiden 

● Thanked all the parent groups for a fabulous Teacher Appreciation Week.  

Community Report:  
Veronica DeFazio-Plainfield Public Library  

● Thanked Betsey for her efforts and congratulated the families for making it through the school year. 
● The library is open normal hours except, the open time is now 10 am. 
● The summer reading program will be held June 7- July 31 for all ages through adults. 
● Summer programs will be held outdoors and registration is required. Masks will be required.   

Brock Stein, Plainfield Park District  
● May 29th at noon- Skate contest at Bott Park, June 11th- Family Garage Sale at Bott Park (registration required). 
● Summer drive-in movies will start in June- 6/18 and  6/19 Raya and the last dragon, 7/16 Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, 



August dates and movie TBD. 
● Summer jobs at the Park District are available. Check out the website. 
● Fitness special for the summer (6/1-8/31) is 90 days for $90.  
● Registration is open for summer activities, lessons and camps. Ottawa Street Pool opens on May 29th and shelter 

rentals are available as well.  
● Congratulated Betsey on her “retirement”. 

Betsey added: Kudos to the park district for cleaning up graffiti quickly. 

Presidents Report:  
Betsey Vinson  

● Congratulations to the new board members-Atiya Young-President, Casie Clark- Secretary, Blair Kramer- 1st VP. 
Remaining board members are  Erinn Hennes-2nd VP and Joanne Baker- Treasurer. 

● The board will be having another meeting to transition/wrap up. 
● Betsey and Blair attended the meeting at Wallin Oaks. Lorrie confirmed they decided to organize as a PTA. 

There will be another meeting to discuss boards, etc. 
● 10 years ago, a school was found using the district’s tax exemption. That is not allowed and is illegal.  
● All paperwork for parent groups can not include PSD202 in any titles or names because we are separate 

entities. 
● PTA costs are currently $4.25 per person. There are advantages they provide because they are a national 

organization. Betsey recommended that all incoming board members of a parent group watch videos about 
their position.  

● Lorrie posed a question to CAPE (via email) about serving on multiple boards. It is not best practice to serve as 
the treasurer on more than one board. Additionally, it is not suggested to have a more than one family member 
serve on the board at the same time, unless absolutely necessary. 

● Parent group items/money stored in private homes, may not be covered in the event of a loss. All monies 
should be deposited in a bank night deposit or stored in the school safe.  

● Tony Alborgast sent an email clarifying insurance suggestions which included the suggestion to maintain an 
inventory list. That list should be shared with the principal. Tony’s email will be sent to all CAPE reps. 

Secretary’s Report:  
Atiya Coleman Young  

● Minutes – last month’s minutes were emailed. Motion to file: 1st: Tracey Dallmeyer DPMS, 2nd: Melissa 
Pennuto Central/BMLC.  

● Call for nominations for BMAL open board position. Nominations are due by Monday, May 24th. The ballot 
will be sent on Tuesday, May 25th with a due date of Thursday, May 27th.  

 Treasurer’s Report:  
Joanne Baker  

● Beginning balance $8,545.51, deposits $300 , expenditures $50.36 , ending balance $8,895.87. 
● Pending payments, $2,000 in scholarship, $100 foundation of excellence, $100 to Wallin Oaks. 
● The CAPE board voted to return the budget overage (due to COVID) to schools in the form of a 

credit for 2021-2022 dues. Dues for next year will be $70 instead of $175. Dues will revert back to 
the normal amount the following year.  

Q: Will you be sending receipts for the Wallin Oaks donation. A: Yes, after this meeting we will 
begin to send receipts to the email we have on file. We have received 16 donations. Please 
continue to send donations. We will make a lump sum payment to Wallin Oaks when they have a 
checking account established. 

Joann added: (Blair displayed the big check) Schools are able to borrow the big check next year. 



Q: How much has been collected for Wallin Oaks A: $1200.00 

Motion to file 1st: Margaret Kantor PSHS 2nd: Kelly Cassidy Creekside 

Betsey added: In the past, all schools have donated to the new schools before they opened. She 
encouraged everyone to go back to their board to ask for a donation of any amount. Schools can 
print their logo to cover the CAPE logo on the big check. 

Old & New Business:  
● CAPE Reception received positive feedback. The current board has discussed using a similar format next year 

with no food. She also thanked PNHS for hosting and mentioned her son and the digital production club at South. 
It’s a wonderful program that is available at all the high schools.  

● There have been some negative comments about the CAPE Organization for hosting the CAPE Reception. The 
auditorium at PNHS holds 900 people. There were 72 people in attendance spaced 6 feet apart. The only people 
in attendance were principals, CAPE reps, Tom, Lane and the CAPE Board. Betsey’s parents were also invited as a 
special surprise. CAPE is a separate entity from the school district. There have been over 1,000 views of the CAPE 
Awards online.  

● After the meeting today, each scholarship winner will be at the admin building to have their pictures taken. 
Tristan’s son was one of the winners. The scholarship is awarded based on their community service. There are so 
many scholarships that are not applied for. Worst of all, there is often missing information or documentation. 
Betsey encouraged everyone to share with their schools the importance of helping students ensure scholarship 
applicants are completed correctly. JJC provides students a list of all scholarships they are eligible for.  
Tom added: Our kids are amazing but they are still kids. They need parental support to get them to visit the 
school counselors for support and help them complete scholarship applications. 

● Information about the parade was shared on the CAPE Cafe. The rotation was adjusted due to adding Wallin 
Oaks. Everyone will be receiving a communication about an updated rotation soon. Betsey reminded everyone 
that walking floats are acceptable. They like to have representation from all three levels. 

● Betsey has noticed the phenomenal fundraising this year.  
Tristan added: Thank you on behalf of Lucciano. She reinforced Betsey and Tom’s comments about helping 
students apply for scholarships.  
Betsey added: Parents should keep a list of all the volunteer hours early. 
 

Upcoming School Fundraisers 
● Charles Reed- Franco’s Pizza Night on May 25th 

 
Q: What do other parent groups do when a teacher passes away? A:  Memory tree with stones for names, bench, 
tshirts, donated books in a special section of the media center, etc. 
Tom added: A permanent piece or fixture is a wonderful tribute. He cautioned against planning something that is 
not sustainable like an annual scholarship. Parent groups should also work with the principal. 
Betsey added: Any you purchase items for the school, it requires approval from the principal. They will need to 
submit it to the BOE for approval. 
Kelly added: The teacher was a Disney fan. She suggested that parent groups take pictures wearing Disney in 
support. She will post on the CAPE Cafe 
 

Note: Betsey made final comments about her experience with CAPE and shared her admiration for several current and 
former CAPE reps over the years.  
 
Adjournment:  10:54 AM 1st: Margaret Kantor PSHS 2nd: Erin Koening TJMS 
Next Meeting is: August 27, 2021 


