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Plainfield East High School Band Director David Lesniak will march in the 2022 Rose 
Parade in January as part of the first-ever “Band Directors Marching Band.”

Lesniak will be among 275 band directors from all 50 states, Mexico and Canada 
performing in the highly televised annual Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade on 
New Year’s Day.

The unique entry will include an animated float and marching band made up of only 
band directors.

Saluting America’s Band Directors, a project of the Michael D. Sewell Memorial 
Foundation, created the parade entry. It will convey the theme, “America’s Band 
Directors: We teach music. We teach life.” 

Lesniak, who has taught at PEHS since 2008, is looking forward to this once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity. 

“It’s one of those bucket list items as a band director you would love to be able to 
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FROM THE
SUPERINTENDENT

Technically speaking, we started the 2021-2022 school 
year in March 2021, when we emphatically promised 
that students would be back in classrooms this fall, 
after nearly a year of remote and blended learning. 

We are nearing the end of the first semester of 
the 2021-22 school year as you read this, and I am 
pleased and proud to say that so far, we have been 
able to fulfill that promise.

That may not seem like a big deal. 

In fact, under more “normal” circumstances, it 
wouldn’t be - and frankly, under any circumstances 
it should never be - exceptional for a public entity 
to keep its promises, especially this one. After all, 
in-person education for students is the “norm” and 
expectation for traditional preK-12 public schools in 
America.

Message from the Superintendent 
Continued on page 3
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Brad Lofgren’s honor students at Thomas Jefferson Elementary School applied their knowledge of 
force, momentum, inertia, and acceleration to create working marble roller coasters.
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District 202 residents 62 years old and older can get District 202 
“Gold Cards,” which provide free admission to all student athletic 
events, and discounted admission to all student performances.

Please contact Director of Community Relations Tom Hernandez 
for more information at (815) 577-4008 or tahernan@psd202.org

District 202 Gold Card available to senior citizens

Band Director continued from page 1

march or play or bring a band to participate in 
the Rose Parade,” Lesniak said. 

Lesniak’s job is to memorize the music and get 
into shape for the 5.5-mile parade trek, he said.

It’s neat his students have seen him practice on 
his mellophone for the big day, he added. 

“Whether you are 13 years old or 45 years old, 
it doesn’t change in terms of the process of 
learning how to be a musician and how to march, 
memorizing music, holding your horn at the right 
angle,” Lesniak said. 

Lesniak, his wife and their two children will travel 
to California on December 29, 2021, where he 
will rehearse with the band for the first time.

The band will play four songs including “Strike Up 
the Band,” “The Stars and Stripes Forever,” “Sing, 
Sing, Sing,” and an arrangement of “Seventy-Six 
Trombones” written just for this band.

The band’s float will feature roses donated by 
band members as a tribute to someone special. 
Lesniak donated a rose in memory of his brother, 
Anton Lesniak, who passed away.

“While my brother hated roses, I know he would 
have loved the fact that I get to march in the 
Rose Parade,” Lesniak said.

District 202 high school student state academic achievement dipped in 2020-21, at least 
partly because students did not have direct, in-person instruction for much of the last 
school year. 

The State Board of Education on December 2, 2021, released the first round of 2020-
21 academic achievement data as part of the new State Report Card. More detailed 
information reflecting actual assessment data from last spring’s state testing is expected 
in April 2022. 

The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) updated information on the Illinois School 
Report Card website for school districts to the public.  District- and school-level data can 
be found at illinoisreportcard.com.

The website includes district- and state-level assessment data for the 90 percent of 
districts statewide that opted to give accountability tests in the spring 2021, including 
District 202. Ten percent of school districts are administering tests this fall. That data will 
be released in April along with final statewide data.   

The current report card data includes the results from the Spring 2021 Illinois 
Assessment of Readiness and the SAT, which test students’ mastery of grade-level 
standards in math and English language arts in grades 3-8 and grade 11 on the report 
card.

The data illustrate the significant impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and lack of access 
to in-person learning as student achievement data reveal lower rates of ninth graders 
on track to graduate and declines in students across grade levels attaining proficiency in 
math and English language arts.

District 202 students showed a 15.5 percent drop in English Language Arts (ELA) from 
2019, and 16 percent drop in math from 2019 on the Illinois Assessment of Readiness 
(IAR.)  

All third through eighth graders take the IAR. High school juniors take the SAT college 
entrance exam. 

Likewise, District 202 students showed a 6.7 percent drop in ELA and a 10 percent drop 
in Math on the SAT.  

Statewide data show similar declines: 16.6 percent fewer students met grade-level 
standards in English language arts in 2021 than in 2019 and 17.8 percent fewer students 
met grade-level standards in math. 

Please see the “News” section of the District 202 website for more information.

FIRST 2020-2021 STATE ACHIEVEMENT 
DATA SHOW PANDEMIC’S IMPACT
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But as we all know since March 17, 2020, when 
Governor Pritzker closed all Illinois schools, the 
last two-plus school years have been anything but 
normal. 

Therefore, I am especially proud of this achievement 
considering the number of hoops and hurdles in our 
way. Chief among them, of course, is the continuing 
pandemic which, last spring and early summer, 
seemed to at least be fading to a manageable level, if 
not on its way out.

The Board of Education, after much sincere 
consideration, in July of 2021, approved a plan to 
make masks optional for the start of the new school 
year.

Then the Delta variant of the Covid-19 virus took 
hold. 

Very quickly, on August 4th, Gov. Pritzker mandated 
that masks be worn in schools. Push back from some 
in the public ensued and suddenly, we (and other 
school districts) were back to “Square One.” We had 
to change our entire plan for the 2021-22 school 
year in a matter of days (again) with the first day of 
student attendance rapidly approaching.

But the one thing that did not change, was our 
promise to return students to the classroom and 
do everything in our power to give them a school 
experience as close to “normal” as we could, within 
the confines of the many health, educational, and 
political requirements facing us.  

We consistently said if we had latitude and leeway 
from the Illinois Department of Public Health, the 
State Board of Education, or the Governor, regarding 
health and quarantine requirements we would 
exercise that flexibility.  If not, we would follow those 
requirements or Executive Orders. 

We did not, and do not, have that flexibility.

Still, we stuck to our plans to keep kids in class for 
one simple reason: 

Despite the many real and significant challenges, 

returning kids to classrooms (and keeping them there 
to the best of our ability) was (and is) the very best 
thing we could do for our parents and guardians, for 
our teachers and staff, and most importantly, for the 
students.

All things considered, it’s been a successful first 
semester.

Academically, preliminary indications are that our 
students did fairly well all things considered.   There 
was (and is) unfinished learning and we have put 
supports in place to address academic gaps made 
worse from the pandemic.  We will continue with 
those supports.  The pandemic didn’t start in a day, a 
week, or even a month.  It won’t end in a day, a week, 
or a month either.  

Our high schools had great athletic success during 
the fall season, including three of our four football 
teams going to state. Likewise, several runners from 
our high school cross county teams received all-state 
recognition and our golf, tennis and soccer teams 
represented District 202 well in state tournament 
play.  

With some modifications, the middle and high 
schools presented their full slate of fine arts 
programming – fall plays, and choir concerts, etc.

Our elementary students got to do all the things 
they usually do in and out of the classroom as they 
develop and grow their learning skills, led by some 
of the most talented, dedicated educators working 
anywhere.

I have said it many times: remote learning can be a 
useful addition to our educational toolbox. However, 
students of all ages need to be in school for in-person 
education, surrounded and supported by their friends 
and talented professionals dedicated to their success.

District 202 will always strive to do what is best for 
our students, families, staff, and community, no 
matter what life throws at us, including pandemics.

Together, we will continue to prepare learners for the 
future.

Message from the Superintendent
December
17 End of Semester One
17 SIP Day - Early Release *
20  Winter Break Begins 
January
3  Classes Resume 
17  MLK Jr’s Birthday - NO SCHOOL
17 Muhammed Ali’s Birthday  
 (Commemorative holiday) 
February
21  Presidents’ Day - NO SCHOOL 
March
4 District Institute - NO SCHOOL
4 End of Third Quarter
14  SIP Day - Early Release *
28  Spring Break Begins 
April
4  Classes Resume
15-18 Spring Holiday - NO SCHOOL 
25 SIP Day - Early Release *   
May
26 SIP Day - Early Release *
26  Tentative Last Day if NO  
 emergency days are used
30  Memorial Day - NO SCHOOL 
June
3 Tentative Last Day if ALL  
 emergency days are used

2021-2022 CALENDAR

269 D. 202 STUDENTS NAMED 2022-2023 
ILLINOIS STATE SCHOLARS 
Two hundred sixty-nine District 202 high 
school seniors have been named 2022-
23 Illinois State Scholars because of their 
superior academic potential.

The Illinois Student Assistance Commission 
(ISAC) awards the honor each year to 
students based on SAT or ACT and/or class 
rank at the end of their sixth high school 
semester. High school guidance counselors 
work in conjunction with ISAC to determine 
the winners.

By high school, this year’s State Scholars 
include:  

• PHSCC – 57 students
• PSHS – 48 students 
• PNHS – 92 students
• PEHS – 72 students

Please see the “News” section of the 
District 202 website for a complete list of 
this year’s Illinois State Scholars.

August
17  First day of Student  Attendance  
 SIP Day - Early Release * 
18  First day of Student Attendance  
 for Pre-K, BMLC 2-day programs
19  First day of Student Attendance  
 for BMLC 3-day programs 
September
5  Labor Day - NO SCHOOL 
October
10  Columbus Day - NO SCHOOL
14  End of First Quarter
17 SIP Day - Early Release * 
November
1  Teacher Institute - No School
1-2 Parent/Teacher Conferences -  
 NO SCHOOL
24-26 Thanksgiving Recess
 
 
* No BMLC attendance

2022-2023 CALENDAR
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District 202 students get unique 
history lessons “on wheels”

PLAINFIELD HIGH SCHOOL-CENTRAL JUNIOR WINS STATE POETRY AWARD

Plainfield High School-Central Campus 
junior Mackenzie Burgess is one of 26 
poets statewide honored in the fifth annual 
Gwendolyn Brooks Poetry Awards.

Burgess submitted her poem “New 
Perspectives” to the contest as a sophomore 
last school year.

Two winners and one honorable mention 
were chosen in each grade level - kindergarten 
through 12th grade. In all, students from 75 
schools statewide submitted 365 entries. 

Each winner received a book with all the 
winning poems in it and a monetary prize.
Here is Burgess reading her poem:  
https://youtu.be/6N0m7IC20Tw .

The program continues the contest Gwendolyn 
Brooks started in 1970 in her role as Poet 
Laureate of Illinois. Brooks ran the program 
until her death in 2000. 

Burgess has been writing for a long time for 
fun and as a creative outlet, she said.

“I just write all the time,” Burgess said.

She writes about her life experiences but 
sometimes she writes them spontaneously, 
Burgess said.

Burgess wrote “New Perspectives” after 
thinking the saying about how broken crayons 
can still be used to color, she said.

She heard about the Gwendolyn Brooks Poetry 
Awards through the PHSCC creative writing 
club and again in her English class.

Burgess was shocked when she won, because 
she wasn’t confident that she could win, she 
said. 

“But good things can happen in the end if 
you’re doing the best that you can,” she said.

Sometimes it’s hard to get to a museum. So, District 202 
brought the museum to its schools. 

The Mobile Museum of Tolerance (MMOT) visited all seven 
District 202 middle schools and Plainfield High School – 
Central Campus and Plainfield East High School between 

November 8-19, 2021 to share important history lessons and 
information.

The MMOT is affiliated with the Simon Wiesenthal Center 
Museum. Wiesenthal was a prisoner in five Nazi concentration 
camps during World War II. He dedicated his life after the war to 
search for and legally prosecute Nazi criminals, and to promote 
Holocaust memory and education. 

The Museum is a bus-sized traveling exhibit that provides three 
programs for middle and high school-age students focusing on: 

• Civil Rights
• The Anne Frank Story
• The Power of Ordinary People (explores how “ordinary 

people” can create/sustain positive change AND enforce 
hate and violence.)

Students visited the Museum as part of their social studies and 
history classes when it’s parked at their schools.
“We are proud to present this unique opportunity for our 
students to learn about a significant part of history that 
continues to resonate almost 80 years later,” said Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. Lane Abrell.

“Its content fits with our work to increase and improve 
understanding, acceptance, and appreciation for everyone,” 
Abrell said.
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DISTRICT 202 COMMUNICATIONS 
STAFF RECOGNIZED FOR EXCELLENCE 

The Illinois chapter of the National 
School Public Relations Association 
(InSpra) recognized three District 202 
Communications staff members for 
exceptional communications efforts. 

InSpra held its annual Communications 
Contest Awards Luncheon on September 
10, 2021, to recognize the top 
communications in the state. Professional 
school communicators from across the 
country judged the 158 submissions.
 
District 202 Assistant Director of 
Community Relations Linda Taylor, 
Community Relations Coordinator Kelly 
Larson, and former Community Relations 
Coordinator Alyssa Groh won an Award 
of Merit for a special video promoting the 

district’s “Grab and Go Meals” program.

The trio also won an Award of Merit for 
their “In the Classroom” video series 
highlighting unique classroom instructional 
initiatives.

“Our department focused all year on 
showing the many ways District 202 used 
its resources to help students both in and 
out of the classroom during the pandemic,” 
said District 202 Director of Community 
Relations Tom Hernandez. 

“Both of these projects are excellent 
examples of that work. We are very 
proud of Linda, Kelly, and Alyssa for 
their achievement and well-deserved 
recognition,” Hernandez said.

AUX SABLE MS 8TH GRADERS TO PLAY 
WITH STATE ALL-JUNIOR BAND 

Aux Sable Middle School eighth graders 
Kamryn and Katelyn Cook are two of 72 
students accepted into the 2022 All-
Illinois Junior Band.

Kamryn, who plays percussion, and 
Katelyn, who plays French horn, will 
attend the All-Illinois Junior Band 
Festival on January 14 and 15, 2022 
at the University of Illinois in Urbana-
Champaign.

The twin sisters were chosen from 168 
seventh and eighth grade students who 
auditioned from 47 schools. The festival 

includes rehearsals with their peers and 
ends with a concert.

This is the first year the sisters auditioned 
for the band. Their dad, Jerrod Cook 
directs the Plainfield South High School 
bands and thought the honor band 
would be a good opportunity for the girls, 
Kamryn Cook said.

Band members were chosen through a 
blind audition process. Audition pieces 
were recorded and sent in to be judged.

Katelyn and Kamryn Cook are looking 
forward to the experience of playing with 
new people and playing some exciting 
music, they said.

The All-Illinois Junior Band was founded 
to create a premier musical experience 
for the state’s finest middle school band 
students. The goal is to give the students 
a chance to play with other outstanding 
students from across Illinois under the 
direction of a professional conductor.

Barry L. Houser, Associate Director of 
Bands at the University of Illinois is the 
2022 guest conductor.

Former Community Relations 
Coordinator Alyssa Groh, District 
202 Assistant Director of Community 
Relations Linda Taylor, and Community 
Relations Coordinator Kelly Larson 
display their award.

Snow days may be a thing of the past for many 
school districts including District 202 because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Associate Superintendent Dr. Glenn Wood outlined 
the district’s “E-Learning Day” plan in September. 

District 202 had been slowly building its e-learning 
program before the pandemic shut down schools 
in March 2020. That work quickly accelerated 
in spring and summer 2020 as the district 
transitioned incrementally back to in-person 
learning in fall 2020 and winter and spring 2021. 

Now, e-learning is a normal part of the educational 
package, Wood said. 

Under District 202’s e-learning plan, students 
would get either “synchronous” and 
“asynchronous” learning or both through 
their Google Classrooms, depending on the 
circumstances of the school closure.

“Synchronous” learning is teacher-led instruction 
over the Internet. Under “asynchronous” 
instruction, students work independently on 
assignments posted online. 

In all cases students would receive at least five 
clock hours per day of instruction and schoolwork 
per current state requirements.

As well, e-learning will mean the district will no 
longer have to make up “emergency days” at the 
end of the school year to meet state attendance 
requirements.

GOODBYE SNOW DAYS? 
DISTRICT 202 OUTLINES 
E-LEARNING PLAN 

Aux Sable Middle School eighth graders  
Kamryn and Katelyn Cook
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Seventeen District 202 middle school 
student musicians were selected for 
the 2021 Illinois Music Education 
Association District 9 Honor Band and 
Honor Choir.

Students auditioned for the prestigious 
regional event. They participated in 
day-long rehearsals and performed at 
the ILMEA District Junior Band, Chorus 
and Orchestra Festival on November 6, 
2021, at Plainfield East High School.

These District 202 students 
participated:

Aux Sable Middle School
Band
• Kamryn Cook, 8th grade, percussion
• Katelyn Cook, 8th grade, French horn

Choir
• Mila Aloisio, 8th grade, soprano

Heritage Grove Middle School
Band
• Amber Bills, 8th grade, flute
• Kyle Zumstein, 8th grade, baritone 
saxophone
Choir
• Abhigna Janamanchi, 7th grade, 
soprano 

Indian Trail Middle School
Choir
• Joshua Matl, 8th grade, baritone
• Ella Ruland, 7th grade, alto

Ira Jones Middle School
Band
• Chloe Vasilakis, 8th grade, flute

D. 202 MIDDLE SCHOOL MUSICIANS EARN TRIP TO REGIONAL MUSIC FEST
Choir
• Johnece Viard, 8th grade, alto
• Ireland Hockman, 7th grade, alto
• Olivia Smolen, 7th grade, alto

John F. Kennedy Middle School
Band
• Albert Rustandi, 8th grade, percussion
Choir
• Kara Rivera, 8th grade, alto

Timber Ridge Middle School
Band
• Grace Newberry, 8th grade, trumpet
Choir
• Melody Mburu, 8th grade, soprano
• Lucas Reyes, 7th grade, baritone

Forty-six District 202 high school students 
participated in the Illinois Music Educators 
Association (ILMEA) District Festivals for 
jazz, choir, band, and orchestra.

Following a competitive audition process, 
the students were selected to perform 
in the District IX Senior Band/Chorus/
Orchestra Festival on November 13, 2021 
at Dundee-Crown High School.

Jazz choir and band students performed 
in the festival on Saturday, November 20, 
2021 at Hampshire High School.

Students will learn this fall if they qualify 
to perform at the ILMEA All-State 
Conference held in Peoria in January 2022.

These District 202 students participated: 

Plainfield High School-Central Campus:
Sydnee Osgood, senior, alto – Vocal Jazz 
3; Angela Knight, senior, clarinet - Band; 
Lucas Forbear, senior, trombone – Jazz 
Band 1; Simon Snydersmith, senior, bass – 
Jazz Band 3.

Plainfield South High School:
Delainey Guiney, senior, soprano 2 – 

Senior Choir; Joseph Larrea, senior, bass 2 
– Senior Choir; Mackenzie O’Leary, senior, 
alto 1 – Senior Choir; Sondos Hassan, 
junior, alto 2 – Senior Choir; Allison 
Beintum, freshman, alto – Freshman/
sophomore Choir; Dylan Eischen, 
freshman, tenor – Freshman/sophomore 
Choir; Naomi Montgomery, freshman, 
soprano - Freshman/sophomore Choir;  
Shane Young, freshman, bass - Freshman/
sophomore  Choir; Sam Fortuna, senior 
- French horn; Graham Miller, junior - 
trombone.

Plainfield North High School:
Blake Barnickel, senior, vocal jazz tenor 
– Senior Vocal Jazz 1; Blake Barnickel, 
senior, tenor 2 – Senior Chorus;  Justin 
Conrad, senior, tenor 2 – Senior Chorus; 
Justin Watt, senior, bass 2 – Senior Chorus 
; Andrew Girdwood, senior, bass 1 – 
Senior Chorus; Shan Heyrosa, senior, alto 
2 – Senior Chorus; Diya Deb, junior, alto 
2 – Senior Chorus; Joey Bonasera, junior, 
bass 1 – Senior Chorus; Shea Musson, 
junior, alto 2 – Senior Chorus; Emma Rizzo, 
junior, alto 2 – Senior Chorus; Ella Schuler, 
sophomore, soprano 2 – Senior Chorus; 
Sajdah Anani, sophomore, soprano 2 – 
Senior Chorus; Marlowe Galvez, senior, 

D. 202 HS MUSICIANS PARTICIPATE IN ILMEA DISTRICT FESTIVAL
jazz trumpet – Senior Jazz Band 3; Sara 
Przybylski, senior, B-flat clarinet – Senior 
Orchestra.

Plainfield East High School:
Edward Brenmark, senior, percussion – 
Senior Band; Marcella Longo, senior, flute 
– Senior Band; Michael Bunker, junior, 
French horn – Senior Band; Catherine 
Babbington, senior, alto 2 – Senior Chorus; 
Sofia Berzosa, senior, alto 1 - Senior 
Chorus; Kyli Bryant, senior, alto 2 – Senior 
Chorus; Clark Channell, senior, bass 1 – 
Senior Chorus; Andrew Dills, senior, tenor 
1 – Senior Chorus; Joie Fagaragan, senior, 
alto 1 – Senior Chorus; Alexa Gangoso, 
senior, soprano 1 – Senior Chorus; 
Gabriella Longo, senior, soprano 2 – Senior 
Chorus; Arianne Maxwell, senior, alto 1 – 
Senior Chorus; Jasmine Quijano, senior, 
soprano 2 – Senior Chorus; Amanda 
Rissman, senior, soprano 1 – Senior 
Chorus; Ally Rodriguez, senior, soprano 
2 – Senior Chorus; Cheyenne Stala, senior, 
soprano 2 – Senior Chorus; Hayden Izumi, 
junior, bass 2 – Senior Chorus; Catherine 
Brenmark, senior, bassoon; Anna Murray, 
senior, B-flat clarinet.
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D. 202 FOUNDATION 
GRANT LETS HS 
JUNIORS BROADEN 
“VIRTUAL” HORIZONS
District 202 high school juniors once 
again have the chance to broaden their 
academic horizons with the help of a 
special grant to help pay for a summer 
extended learning experience.

The Plainfield Foundation for Excellence 
will award multiple “Horizon Grants” 
totaling up to $4,000 to current high 
school juniors from District 202’s four 
high schools and Plainfield Academy, the 
district’s alternative high school. (Actual 
grant amounts will depend on applications 
and available revenue, but the total of all 
grants awarded will not exceed $4,000.)

Students will be allowed to use Horizon 
Grant funds for either in-person or virtual 
learning programs again this year. Grants 
can be used for programs between May 
30-August 12, 2022.

Horizon Grant applications are due April 
22, 2022. Winners will be announced by 
May 5, 2022. Applications are available 
on the Foundation for Excellence web 
site (www.d202foundation.org) under 
“Programs.”

The Foundation introduced the Horizon 
Grants in 2012 as part of its mission to 
support academic innovation for District 
202 students. 

Since 1983, the Foundation for Excellence 
has raised and contributed hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to support District 
202 students and staff in the form of 
grants, scholarships and special funding. 

The Foundation has also supported special 
programs including a District Art Gallery, 
the Great Read community reading 
program and the 1847 Schoolhouse 
Restoration.

More information about the Foundation 
for Excellence and the Horizon Grant is 
available on the foundation web site 
at www.d202foundation.org under 
“Programs.”

TWO HUNDRED FIFTY-TWO D. 202 
STUDENTS NAMED 2021 AP SCHOLARS
Two hundred fifty-two District 202 high 
school graduates and current students 
have been named 2021 AP Scholars based 
on their performance on the Advanced 
Placement exams given during the 2020-
2021 school year.

District 202 students notched an average 
score of 2.7 out of a possible five, among 
all students who took at least one AP 
exam. Most students took more than one 
AP exam. 

District 202 recorded 104 AP Scholars in 
2010, the first year that students from all 
four high schools took AP exams. 

Both the number of students taking AP 
exams and their average scores dipped 
a bit in 2020-21, largely because of the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Not having students in our schools for 
most of the last school year definitely 
made it more challenging to support the 
AP program,” said Dr. Dan McDonnell, 
director for high school curriculum and 
instruction.

“Because of those extra difficulties we 
are especially proud of the students who 
participated last year, and congratulate 
them on their achievement,” McDonnell 
said.

The Advanced Placement (AP) Program 

allows motivated and academically 
prepared high school students to take 
challenging, college-level courses and get 
college credit, advanced placement or 
both for successful performance on the AP 
Exams. 

District 202 has significantly increased 
both the number of and access to AP 
courses, and provided additional support 
to students who choose to take them.  In 
2006, District 202 offered only four AP 
courses. District 202 now offers 27 AP 
courses. 

Students do not have to take the AP exams 
associated with their courses, but most do. 
Students may earn college credit for their 
subject area by taking the tests for their 
AP classes. As well, the testing program 
helps district staff to gauge how effectively 
the courses are being taught.

This year’s results follow major initiatives 
implemented over the last several years 
to improve high school achievement, 
including increasing the number of more 
challenging courses; making it easier for 
more students to take such courses; and 
eliminating some lower-level classes, 
among numerous systemic upgrades.

Please see the “News” section of the 
District 202 website for a complete list of 
this year’s AP Scholars.

TEN D. 202 STUDENTS NAMED 2022 
NATIONAL MERIT SEMIFINALISTS
Ten District 202 high school seniors 
from Plainfield East and North high 
schools and Plainfield High School 
– Central Campus are among about 
16,000 National Merit Scholarship 
2022 semifinalists nationwide. 

These 10 students will compete for 
7,500 National Merit Scholarship 
awards, worth about $30 million. 

This year’s semifinalists are:

• Catherine L. Brenmark (PEHS)
• Laine K. Cibulskis (PEHS)
• Abhishek Krishan (PEHS)
• Matthew P. Manzella (PEHS)
• Anna Murray (PEHS)
• Samantha H. Bowser (PNHS)
• Isabela J. Person (PNHS)
• Jacob J. Seiden (PNHS)
• Ethan K. Witek (PNHS)
• Simon R. Snydersmith (PHSCC)

More information about the National 
Merit Scholarship is available on the 
district web site.
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DISTRICT 202 APPROVES $209.5 
MILLION 2021 PROPERTY TAX LEVY

District 202 will ask the Will and Kendall 
County clerks for $209,532,082 in local 
property taxes (including bond and interest) 
through the district’s 2021 levy – about $6.6 
million or about 5.2 percent more than last 
year’s total levy.

District officials project that the district’s 
total tax rate will fall from $5.26 per $100 of 
equalized assessed value (EAV) this year, to 
about $5.08 per $100 of EAV thanks to rising 
property values, and conservative budgeting. 

This will be the seventh straight year the 
district’s anticipated tax rate is expected 
to drop. The district’s tax rate has fallen 16 
percent since 2014-15 when it reached $6.26. 

The actual tax rate cannot be determined 
until after the district’s EAV is finalized early 
next year. Final tax bills encompass tax rates 
from numerous governmental entities and are 
affected by individual property values. 

The tax levy is the school district’s official 
request for its share of local property taxes. 
The tax extension is the amount of local taxes 
the district receives from the counties it 
serves. The official extension will be calculated 
after the district’s final equalized assessed 
value is set next April. 

The proposed 2021 levy request is about 5.1 
percent higher than the 2020 extension of 
$203 million (including bond and interest).  

Although the proposed 2021 levy is 5 percent 
higher than last year’s extension, district 
officials expect this year’s actual tax extension 
to be only about 1.4 percent higher than last 
year’s extension. 

Governments routinely request more money 
than is needed to ensure that they capture 
their full share of taxes. This process is called a 
“balloon levy.” If governments ask for less than 
what they ultimately are due, they lose any 
funds greater than what was requested. 

The state tax cap law limits the amount of 
new revenues the district can levy each year 
to either the Consumer Price Index (CPI) or 5 
percent, whichever is less. For the 2021 levy, 
the CPI will be 1.4 percent. 

Therefore, when the levy process is complete 
District 202 will be able to increase its local 
property tax revenues by only 1.4 percent (plus 
the value of new construction). 
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